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Choose EITHER C1 (Question 1) OR C2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

C1 –  The Experience of Warfare in Britain: Crimea, Boer and the First World War, 1854–1929

Sources for use with Question 1 (a)

SOURCE 1

(A cartoon from the magazine Punch, published November 1854. The text reads: ‘A Trump* 
Card(igan).  The Charge of the Light Brigade under Lord Cardigan against the Russian Batteries at 
Balaclava.’)

*  Trump – strong or winning card in a card game.

SOURCE 2

(From Alfred, Lord Tennyson, The Charge of the Light Brigade.  The poem was published in the 
newspaper, the Examiner, on 9 December 1854.  Tennyson was the poet laureate, the official poet of 
the Queen, between 1850 and 1892.)

Flash’d all their sabres bare,
Flash’d as they turn’d in air,
Sabring the gunners there,
Charging an army, while
All the world wonder’d:
Plunged in the battery-smoke
Right thro’ the line they broke;
Cossack and Russian
Reel’d from the sabre stroke 
Shatter’d and sunder’d.
Then they rode back, but not
Not the six hundred

1

5

10



3

Turn over
H36341A

SOURCE 3

(From Sergeant-Major Timothy Gowing, Voices from the Ranks, published 1895.  Gowing served in the 
British Army throughout the Crimean War.  Here he is recalling the Charge of the Light Brigade.)

An officer kindly lent me his field-glass for a short-time.  The field presented a 
ghastly sight, with the brutal enemy hacking at the wounded.  Some of our men 
tried to drag their mangled bodies from the awful cross-fire, but few escaped the 
bloodthirsty assaults of the Russians.
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b) (i)

SOURCE 4

(From Norman Lowe, Modern British History, published 1984)

As the war dragged on through 1901 and 1902, the public tended to grow 
disenchanted with it.  It had cost £200 million and over 22,000 British lives.  The 
effect was to turn a large section of British public opinion against imperialism, 
which became discredited.20

SOURCE 5

(From Nicholas Owen, The Oxford History of the British Empire, published 1999)

In his 1902 work, Imperialism: a New Study, J. A. Hobson argued that new imperialism 
was manipulated by arms manufacturers and aristocrats.  The aristocrats were 
anxious to find jobs for their less talented sons in the colonial civil services or 
as planters, ranchers or missionaries.  International financiers, who were only 
indirectly responsive to British interests, coordinated these activities.  While only a 
few benefited from the Empire, its costs were borne by the nation as a whole.

25

SOURCE 6

(From a speech in 1904 by Sir John French at the unveiling of a memorial to the fallen of the Second 
Boer War.  French served as a senior officer during the Second Boer War.)

One of the most noteworthy features connected with the recent war was the 
knowledge we had gained of the great patriotic feeling there was in Britain towards 
our imperial possessions and the very idea of Empire.  Remembering what a world-
wide Empire ours is, and of what different races and nations it is composed, I do 
not think the sacrifices in connection with the war were too great if such sacrifices 
could serve to show how dear to us our Empire is.
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b) (ii)

SOURCE 7

(From Adrian Gregory, The Last Great War, published 2008)

The odds of gaining at least a temporary exemption at a Military Service Tribunal 
were as high as 50%.  This suggests that the appeals were not just a formality. 
The audacity of some appeals almost defies belief, for example the man who 
appealed in Leeds for three months’ delay in order to complete a course of hair-
restoration treatment.  One tribunal member, initially suspicious of his colleagues, 
quickly concluded that they were careful, sympathetic and thorough and that their 
decisions were very just.  The image of the Tribunals as tyrannical is a myth.

35

SOURCE 8

(From Arthur Marwick, The Deluge, published 1965)

Made up of distinguished local citizens, the tribunals could hardly be expected 
to treat the claims of conscientious objectors with sympathy.  A few tribunals 
did behave with scrupulous attention to the letter and spirit of the clauses of the 
Military Services Act.  However, all found great difficulty in understanding the 
attitude of any young man who declared he could play no part at all in the national 
effort, and demanded absolute exemption.
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SOURCE 9

(From Frederick Pethick-Lawrence’s autobiography, Fate Has Been Kind, published 1943.  Pethick-
Lawrence was treasurer of the Union of Democratic Control, the leading anti-war organisation in 
Britain.)

It was not until 1918 that my age group came within the Conscription Act.  I was 
then 46.  As I believed that the war should be brought to an end by a negotiated 
peace, I could not very well go out to fight.  I accordingly went before a tribunal as 
a conscientious objector.  The Clerk to the Council told the tribunal that he knew I 
had held my views for a considerable time, and the military representative said that 
he did not particularly ‘want this man’.  So I was awarded exemption, conditional on 
my doing work on the land.
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Choose EITHER C1 (Question 1) OR C2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

C2 – Britain, c1860–1930: The Changing Position of Women and the Suffrage Question

Sources for use with Question 2 (a)

SOURCE 10

(Part of a letter from Lady Gwendolen Elveden to the Conservative Party Chairman, 16 November 
1926. Lady Gwendolen succeeded her husband as Conservative MP for Southend in 1927.)

We depend at elections upon masses of women with few really definite convictions. 
Their instincts are in the main naturally conservative.  We might easily lose their 
support if their faith in the Prime Minister’s promise of equal voting rights were 
shaken.

1

SOURCE 11

(Part of a speech by Eleanor Rathbone during a meeting between the leaders of the suffrage 
organisations and the Prime Minister, Stanley Baldwin, in March 1927.  Rathbone was the President 
of the National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship which had taken over from the NUWSS in 
1919.)

Whatever the merits of employment legislation, it is dangerous that the women 
it concerns should be without the means of influencing Parliament which male 
workers possess.  There is rivalry between men and women workers in many 
occupations.  Enfranchised women do not adequately represent the unenfranchised 
in this matter.  The majority of the enfranchised are wives and mothers, who may 
look at these questions of sex competition from the point of view of their husbands 
rather than of unenfranchised women.
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SOURCE 12

(From Ray Strachey, The Cause: A Short History of the Women’s Movement, published 1928.  Strachey 
was a member of the NUWSS and had been its parliamentary secretary in the lead up to the 1918 
Representation of the People Act.)

The Representation of the People Act had only been passed a fortnight before the 
House of Commons discovered that every bill which came before it had a ‘woman’s 
side’.  The precincts of the House of Commons, which had been closed to women 
since the early days of militant agitation, were now opened, and access to members 
became wonderfully easy.  The agents of women’s societies were positively 
welcomed at Westminster.
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b) (i)

SOURCE 13

(Part of a speech made in 1908 by Emmeline Pankhurst during her trial at Bow Street Magistrates’ 
Court, London.  Pankhurst had been arrested for obstruction during a suffragette demonstration.)

We have tried every way.  We have presented larger petitions than were ever 
presented before for any other reform.  We have succeeded in holding greater 
public meetings than men have ever held for any other reform.  We have faced 
hostile mobs at street corners.  We have done all of this simply because we have 
been told that we cannot have the same political rights which men have won 
unless we manage to convert the whole country to our side.  Yet, despite all of our 
work, still no progress has been made.

20

SOURCE 14

(From Harold Smith, The British Women’s Suffrage Campaign, 1866–1928, published 1998)

The suffrage campaign made substantial progress during the first decade of the 
twentieth century.  The NUWSS began its transformation from an organisation 
dominated by middle-class London women to a national movement with a 
much broader social base.  Whereas, prior to 1900, suffragists were still seeking 
to persuade MPs of the merits of votes for women, by 1910 a majority had been 
converted to the cause.
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SOURCE 15

(From Paula Bartley, The Changing Role of Women 1815–1914, published 1996)

In the first decade of the twentieth century, thousands of women pledged their 
time, money and energy to the suffrage campaign.  Petitions were weighed down 
with signatures.  In 1902, in Leeds, 2,800 out of 3,000 textile workers signed a 
petition.  In 1910 another petition received 300,000 signatures.  Nonetheless, the 
suffrage movement still failed to persuade the government and the majority of the 
population to support votes for women.
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b) (ii)

SOURCE 16

(From Mary Turner, The Women’s Century, published 2003)

In 1870, the Government made elementary education up to the age of thirteen 
compulsory for all children.  Although this Act included girls, little thought was given 
to their education.  Much of their curriculum was devoted to subjects like laundry, 
housewifery and cooking, subjects that they could learn at home.  Recognising this, 
the authorities often turned a blind eye to the frequent absences of girls kept at 
home to help mother.  In schools in poorer areas, girls would frequently be missing 
from class on washdays.

40

SOURCE 17

(From Rosemary Rees, The Changing Role of Women in Britain 1860–1930, published 2008)

Before 1870, education was not compulsory and it was not free.  It was, therefore, 
inevitable that girls from poor families lost out.  When young, they were kept 
at home to help raise younger siblings; when old enough to earn a wage they 
were usually sent into domestic service.  The underlying importance of the 1870 
Education Act was that the state was now going to fill the gaps in the provision 
supplied by the voluntary sector.

45

SOURCE 18

(From the Education Act of 1870)

Where there is an insufficient number of schools, a School Board shall be formed 
to set them up. 

If a School Board satisfies the Education Department that, on the grounds of 
poverty, it is necessary to provide a school at which no fees shall be required, the 
Board may provide such a school.

Every School Board may make by-laws requiring the parents of children aged 
between five and thirteen to attend school, unless there is some reasonable excuse 
for non-attendance.
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