Preparing for your exams

faper 1, Queftion 1o

How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the treatments that
were available for wounded soldiers on the Western Front? (8 marks)

----------------------------------------

Strong answer

Source A is an account by Cushing of his wartime experiences as a brain surgeon.
We can see that Cushing wanted patients to have the best possible treatment,

He was prepared to ‘bribe two orderlies’ 0 keep watch on Baker. Cushing was
extremely successful in treating brain injuries in 1917 when his patients had a
survival rate of 71% (compared to the 50%, which was more normal for brain
surgery), so it is likely that he is not exaqgerating the cave he gave to his patients,
Although this account was published nearly 20 years after the war, it is still
very useful because it was based on Cushing's journal. As an experienced
surgeon, he probably kept the journal reqularly and so this final work will
recard quite accurately what he was doing. He also probably remembered this
patient very well because he refers to him as his ‘prize patient’. Although this
extract is only describing one surgeon and one patient's experiences in one

type of surgery, it does paing o some other information about treatment. The
reference to gas gangrene (‘massive gas infection’) is important because we
know that many men, even with quite mingr injuries, suffered from this, If
it was wot treated in time by removal of tissue or use of antiseptics, the only
way to save a man's life was amputation of the infected part of the body. This
source also suggests problems with the conditions under which treatment took
place. The operation taok place at night, and the only light came from ‘candles’.

Source B is useful because it shows a different way wounds were evaluated before
treatment — x-vays. It is useful because it shows an example of a mobile x-ray
machine, which was used an the Western Front, with the van that it was carried
in. The machine is laid out under the tent at the back of the van, which is
where a stretcher would be laid. You can see tubes connecting the x-ray machine
20 the van. This is because the machine was powered by the engine. The photo
shows us what the van and the machine looked like, but we cannot tell from

it how useful these machines actually were or how widely they were used. It
does ot tell us that there were only six of these machines in the British sector
although there were also some static x-ray machines at the Base Hospitals, but
it is useful to show that machines like the one in the photo were made available
o some men on the frontline to improve chances of surviving.

This is a strong answer because:
¢ it has analysed both sources, making inferences from them

* it has used contextual knowledge in the evaluation of both sources
* evaluation takes provenance into account and explains criteria clearly.
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Good analysis of the
source linked to relevant
knowledge. There is
knowledge not just of
different types of treatment
that are available but
also of the work done by
Cushing himself and this
own knowledge is used
to support the comments
on the provenance of the
source.

Strengths and limitations
of the source are shown
and contextual knowledge
is used in the evaluation,
which also comments on
the nature of the source.
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