
The best way to raise more money was to tax the rich (the First and Second Estates, clergy and nobles). They owned a lot of the land. In 1787 Louis announced that he wanted to put a tax on land.

However, the clergy and nobles didn’t want to be taxed. They told Louis he would have to call the Estates General to pass the new tax. The Estates General was a parliament made up of people from all three Estates. It hadn’t met since 1614! Louis didn’t bring it back because gave people the chance to criticise him.

In July 1788 a huge hailstorm ruined all the cornfields. The harvest was poor. There was not much grain to make bread. Bread prices rocketed. By March 1789 a loaf of bread cost £1.50. The poor could not afford such high prices. Thousands of peasants were starving. There were bread riots. Many peasants flocked to Paris in search of food.

Louis was a worried man. He was forced to call the Estates General to meet at Versailles on 5 May 1789. Louis hoped it would agree to the new land tax. The different groups in France all hoped it would solve their problems.
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