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[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ] History is a window to the past, a guide to the present and a warning for the future. Why study History? Because it helps you to make sense of the world and your role in it. It helps you understand who you are, where you are and how you came to be here. Look back, be inspired, and make a difference in the future!

Why study History?
Studying GCSE History 
Ask your History teacher or Ms. Collins (Head of History), and have a look on the Thomas Tallis GCSE History Weebly page:
http://historyattallis.weebly.com/ks4-exam-2018.html


Where can I find out more?
At Tallis we study the Edexcel GCSE History course. This includes the following topics:
· Medicine through time, 1250 – Present Day
· Injuries, Treatment and Trenches on the Western Front 1914-1918
· Superpower relations and the Cold War 
· Early Elizabethan England 1558-88 
·  Germany c. 1919-1945 
We use a variety of teaching and learning methods, including independent study; debates; source-based investigations; exam practice; role play; video clips; and presentations. This will add variety and interest to your lessons while also preparing you for the challenges of GCSE exams. All the topics will be assessed in exams at the end of year 11.






GCSE History at Thomas Tallis School
In Unit 3 you will discover how the end of WWI affected Germany, including the political and economic crises on the 1920s, the ‘Golden Age’, and the rise of Hitler. Understand how Hitler gained power and how he used this to control the Third Reich. The exam is 1 hour 20 minutes.  
Period study: Superpower relations and the Cold War and Depth Study: Elizabethan England 1558-1588 


In Unit 2 you will be investigating the origins, crisis points and end of the Cold War, analysing the rise and fall in tensions between East and West. Then take a step back in time to Elizabethan England, and explore the role of our most famous Queen in England, assess her foreign policy relations with Spain, and delve into the Age of Discovery, as the New World was explored. The exam is 1 hour 45 minutes.
Depth Study: Germany 1918-1939 

Where can I go with History?
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Unit 1 you will be exploring the ideas about causes of disease, approaches to prevention and treatment, and a case study on areas such as the Black Death and DNA, across the past 800 years. You will also find out about the British sector of the Western Front during WWI. How gruesome was surgery on the battlefields? The exam is 1 hour 15 minutes.

Thematic Study: Medicine in Britain 1250-Present Day and Study of an historic environment: Injuries, Treatment and Trenches on the Western Front 

We offer both local and international trips. We take students to London museums, such as the Imperial War Museum and Science Museum. At A Level there is an annual trip to Berlin, and with our new GCSE course including the WWI focus may have the potential for future trips to the trenches in Belgium. 
Universities and employers love to see History on your CV, because of the wide range of skills it requires. Explanation, analysis, debating, research, deduction, questioning, using evidence, critical thinking, and verbal and written communication are all skills you will develop. Many of our students carry on to study History at A level, or even at university.
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