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How did the growth of the British Empire effect Britain’s trade?

Between 1750 and 1900 Britain became the world's most powerful nation, ruling a huge Empire. Britain therefore became a major trading nation, whose factories produced goods which British traders exported and sold all over the world, and importing many goods from overseas colonies. 

Using spreadsheets to examine Britain's trade figures along with other evidence, historians have recently been asking questions such as:

· What happened to Britain's trade in the period 1750-1900?

· Was Britain importing more than it was exporting in the period 1750-1900?

· Did the patterns of trade change during the period?

· What impact did the growth of trade have on Britain’s towns and cities?

Task 1

1. You will be working in pairs, taking it in turns to do the activities on the computer. 

2. Your aim in this task is to get an idea of the overall pattern of trade across the whole period by drawing and then analysing a graph showing the value of British Imports and exports across the period 1750-1900.

3. It is important that you follow the instructions in order to draw the graph very carefully. 

4. If you get stuck make sure that you ask your teacher for guidance. 

5. Your work will be assessed to look at your achievement both in terms of  history and IT.

6. You will produce your work on A4 Paper and hand it to your teacher in pairs.

Task 2

Put a side heading “Local study: The effect of the growth of trade on the River Thames.” Your teacher will give you a map which shows the development of docks on the banks of the River Thames. You should use the data file on the growth of docks below to complete your diagram to show the dates when the docks were built and the goods that they handled. Stick it in your book.



Task 3

Put a side heading “Local study: The effect of the growth of trade on jobs in Portsmouth.” You have a primary source and a secondary source which show the effects of the development of trade on Portsmouth in the 18th Century. You should read this and make brief notes. 


Task 4
Answer the following question using the writing frame suggested. “What impact did the growth of trade have on Britain’s towns and cities?” 

The growth of British trade in the period 1750-1900 had a major impact on Britain’s towns and cities.

· For example in London…

· Another example is Portsmouth where…

The London Docks





Royal Albert Dock





East India Dock





West India Docks





Greenwich





Surrey Docks





Royal Victoria Dock





Millwall Dock





Datafile on the growth of docks on the River Thames


1800-1900.





Name of Docks�
Date built�
Goods handled�
�
The London docks�
1805�
Wine, wool, rice, sugar, brandy and tobacco.�
�
West India docks�
1802-06�
Sugar, rum, tea, hardwood, timber, fruit, coffee.�
�
East India dock�
1806�
Tea, silk, spices and porcelain.�
�
Royal Albert dock�
1880�
Meat, grain, tobacco, vegetables and passengers.�
�
Surrey docks�
1805�
Softwood timber, wheat and foodstuffs.�
�
Millwall dock�
1868�
Grain.�
�
Royal Victoria dock�
1855�
Meat, grain, tobacco, vegetables and passengers.�
�












Source A. Sketchley’s Trade Directory 1784





Name�
Business�
Address�
�
S Barney�
Lawyer�
High Street�
�
C Bettesworth�
Wine Merchant�
High Street�
�
W Blundell�
Merchant�
High Street�
�
J Boyes �
Merchant�
High Street�
�
J Bradley�
The Crown Inn�
High Street�
�
J Coucher�
Druggist�
High Street�
�
G Groves�
Cheesemonger�
High Street�
�
W Hammond�
Merchant�
High Street�
�






Source B. John Child 1992





During the 18th Century Portsmouth became an important Naval Dockyard. Portsmouth was also the port from which many Britons departed to seek a new life in America, Canada or Australia. These ships brought back many goods from the British Empire and new industries grew in Portsmouth. The Growth on the Empire and the Navy meant expansion for the Portsmouth docks and boomtime for Portsmouth businesses.














