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What were the causes and effects of the growth of the British Empire 1750-1900?
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Historical Enquiry overview Studies

1 What happened to the size of the British Empire in the period 1750-1900?

2 What factors help to explain why the British Empire grew?

3 How did the growth of the British Empire effect Britain’s trade?
4
A List of Key Terms and their meanings in this topic.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


What happened to the size of the British Empire in the period 1750-1900?

Task 1: Copy and complete. 

Although by 1763 * was a great power, the British Empire was still * and became smaller when the American colonies were victorious in the War of * 1776-1783. However Britain began to build a much larger Empire during the * based on India, and this spread rapidly to other parts of Asia by the 1830's and 1840's. After 1870 the British Empire began to * again when large parts of Africa were added to the Empire.

grow    tiny    Independence    Britain    1780's

Task 2:

In pairs, using each of the five areas as a sub heading, complete brief notes on the following parts of the Empire using the text boxes and your own words;
1. The British Empire in America.   What happened in the 1760's, 1776, 1782? 

2. The British Empire in Canada.     What happened in 1759, 1865, 1867, 1900? 
3. The British Empire in India.        What happened in 1757, 1857, 1900? 
4. The British Empire in Australia.  What happened in 1770, 1788-1852, 1900?

5. The British Empire in Africa.      What happened in 1850, 1880-1900, 1902? 







Task 3:

Your teacher should give you a map showing the size of the British Empire in 1900. You need to decide on a key for your map by choosing separate colours for each of the following areas: America, India, Africa, Canada, Australia and other places. Colour all the places that were in the Empire by using the key that you have designed. 





What factors help to explain why the British Empire grew?

Here are a number of factors which help to explain why the British Empire grew in the period 1750-1900. Read them through carefully.




Task 1:

Complete the following table in best by simply labelling the sources that should appear in the second column. 

	Reasons that explain why the British Empire grew 1750-1900.
	Evidence to support this reason

	Factor 1. Military and Technology.

British forces used modern guns and ships to defeat poorly armed native forces.


	

	Factor 2. Industry and trade. 

Britain had large amounts of goods to sell abroad and needed raw materials for its industries back home.
	

	Factor 3. Settlement. 

British people wanting to live abroad needed colonies to live in.

	


Task 2:

So far you have been asked to think of the three factors that help to explain the development of the British Empire between 1750-1900 seperately. In draft draw a diagram and add some thoughts about the way in which the three factors may be linked. 







Task 3: 

Answer the following question using the writing frame provided.

What do you think was the most important reason (Military and technology, industry and trade, or settlement) for the development of Britain's Empire 1750-1900? 

· I think factor X is the most important in explaining the development of the British empire because..

· However facTor y and z are also important because..

· It is also important to recognise that all of these factors interact in order to explain the growth of the British Empire during the period 1750-1900. This is because.. 
How did the growth of the British Empire effect Britain’s trade?

Between 1750 and 1900 Britain became the world's most powerful nation, ruling a huge Empire. Britain therefore became a major trading nation, whose factories produced goods which British traders exported and sold all over the world, and importing many goods from overseas colonies. Using spreadsheets to examine Britain's trade figures along with other evidence, historians have recently been asking questions such as:
· What happened to Britain's trade in the period 1750-1900?

· Was Britain importing more than it was exporting in the period 1750-1900?

· Did the patterns of trade change during the period?

· What impact did the growth of trade have on Britain’s towns and cities?

Task 1

1. You will be working in pairs, taking it in turns to do the activities on the computer. 

2. Your aim in this task is to get an idea of the overall pattern of trade across the whole period by drawing and then analysing a graph showing the value of British Imports and exports across the period 1750-1900.

3. It is important that you follow the instructions in order to draw the graph very carefully. 

4. If you get stuck make sure that you ask your teacher for guidance. 

5. Your work will be assessed to look at your achievement both in terms of  history and IT.

6. You will produce your work on A4 Paper and hand it to your teacher in pairs.
Task 2

Put a side heading “Local study: The effect of the growth of trade on the River Thames.” Your teacher will give you a map which shows the development of docks on the banks of the River Thames. You should use the data file on the growth of docks below to complete your diagram to show the dates when the docks were built and the goods that they handled. Stick it in your book.



Task 3

Put a side heading “Local study: The effect of the growth of trade on jobs in Portsmouth.” You have a primary source and a secondary source which show the effects of the development of trade on Portsmouth in the 18th Century. You should read this and make brief notes. 


Task 4

Answer the following question using the writing frame suggested. “What impact did the growth of trade have on Britain’s towns and cities?” 

The growth of British trade in the period 1750-1900 had a major impact on Britain’s towns and cities.

· For example in London
· Another example is Portsmouth where…
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Conclusions on The Pattern of British Trade. Exports and Imports 1750-1900.
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Here is a graph to show the total value of British Exports and Imports 1750-1900.
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	Look at the following statements. Decide which are true 

and which are false and tick the appropriate box.
	True
	False

	The graph shows that the general trend of exports and imports is rising 

1750-1900.
	
	

	The graph shows that the general trend of exports and imports 

decreases in the period 1750-1900.
	
	

	The graph shows that the number of exports and imports goes up every year, 

showing constant improvement.
	
	

	The graph shows that the value of exports and imports does not rise every 

year, showing a complex pattern.
	
	

	The graph shows that exports rose from £6,682,000 in 1750 to 

£416,524,000 in 1900.
	
	

	The graph shows that exports decreased from 1750-1900.


	
	

	The graph shows that imports declined during the period 1750-1900.


	
	

	The graph shows that imports rose from £7,113,000 in 1750 to 

£617,491,000 in 1900.
	
	

	Throughout the period 1750-1900, the value of imported goods always 

exceeded the value of exported goods.
	
	

	Throughout the period 1750-1900 the only years that the value of 

exported goods exceeded the value of imported goods were; 1816, 1855, 

1856, 1858 and 1859.
	
	


Some final thoughts about the usefulness of Statistics and Excel Spreadsheet for history.


Statistics can be useful in historical research. For example…

1

2

However Statistics have their limitations and sometimes raise as many problems as the solve. For example…

1

2

Excel Spreadsheet can be useful in historical research. For example..

1

2

However Excel Spreadsheet has limitations and sometimes raises as many problems as it solves. For example..

1

2

Overall I think Statistics and Excel Spreadsheet is useful/not very useful to historians to do research because..

Have the effects of the British Empire on Britain and the colonies always been seen as beneficial?

Task 1

You will need to understand the following words to do this piece of work. You must write each word with its correct meaning into your book.

	Words
	What the words mean

	Interpretation
	This is the name given to different countries within the British Empire.

	British Empire
	This is a viewpoint which somebody could have about an historical event.

	Colonies
	This is when something good happens has a result of an historical event.

	Positive effect
	This is when something bad happens has a result of an historical event.

	Negative effect
	This is the name given to areas of the world controlled by Britain in the period 1750-1900.


Task 2

Copy this table into your draft book. In pairs, sort out which sources of evidence support each interpretation of the effects of the British Empire.

	Different interpretations of the 

effects of the British Empire.
	The sources of evidence which 

Support this interpretation.

	The Empire had positive effects on Britain.

 
	

	The Empire had negative effects on Britain.

 
	

	The Empire had positive effects on the 

Colonies.
	

	The Empire had negative effects on the 

Colonies.
	


We now know that there are different interpretations of the effects of the British Empire on Britain and the colonies.

Task 3

There are two main reasons, which help us to understand why different interpretations of the past exist. In pairs, write down some examples to explain each reason.

Reason 1. The sources of evidence give different messages about the effects of Empire. For example..

Reason 2. The interpretation of an historian will depend on his/her beliefs, and they will select evidence to support this point of view. For example..

Task 4

Answer the following questions using the sheet entitled “ Interpretations of the effects of the British Empire”

a) Explain how and why Cecil Rhodes reached his interpretation of the effects of the Empire.

b) Explain how and why C P Hill reached his interpretation of the effects of the Empire.

c) Explain how and why Richard Gott reached his interpretation of the effects of the Empire.

Task 5

Write your essay using the following writing frame. Use your notes and the interpretations of different eyewitnesses and historians to help you.

Have the effects of the British Empire on Britain and the colonies always been seen as beneficial?

Introduction. There are different interpretations of the effects of the British Empire on Britain and the Colonies. These show that whilst the effects were beneficial for some, others lost out.

Paragraph 1 In the 1890’s Cecil Rhodes was keen to stress the benefits of Empire for both Britain and the colonies. The reasons why he developed this interpretation include
Paragraph 2. Rhodes could have used a variety of evidence to support his interpretation. For example..

Paragraph 3. In the 1950’s C P Hill was keen to stress the costs of the British Empire for both Britain and the colonies. The reasons why he developed this interpretation include
Paragraph 4. Hill could have used a variety of evidence to support his interpretation. For example..
Paragraph 5. In the 2000’s R Gott was keen to stress the costs of the British Empire for the colonies. The reasons why he developed this interpretation include
Paragraph 6. Gott could have used a variety of evidence to support his interpretation. For example..

Conclusion. The interpretations that different historians reach about the effects of the British Empire at different times vary in their reliability. There are a number of reasons for this..

The effects of the British Empire on Britain.





Manufactured goods. 
Something made from a raw material.

Raw materials.

Natural resources taken from the environment.

Invest.


To spend money on something.

The effects of the British Empire on the Colonies.





Taxes

Money paid to government by the people.

Irrigation

A way of channelling water to feed crops.

Indigenous

The people who lived in the colonies before the British Empire.

Prejudice

An attitude based on ignorance rather than reason.

Question Number 5 (b)/ 6 (b)
‘Z.’ Do you agree? Explain your answer.
Target: recall; analysis of factors or extent of change or analysis of consequence within an historical context (AO1 and AO2: 16 marks)
QWC (Quality of Written Communication) Strands i-ii-iii
For the highest mark in a level all criteria for the level, including those for QWC must be met.
	Level
	Mark
	Descriptor

	

	0
	No rewardable material

	1
QWC
i-ii-iii
	1-4
	Simple statement(s) offered, showing some relevant knowledge.
Student offers simple detail(s) on topic or asserts judgement unsupported
Reserve top of level for answers which offer several valid points.
Writing communicates ideas using everyday language and showing some selection of material, but the response lacks clarity and organisation. The student spells, punctuates and uses the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.
N.B. Do not credit repetition of bullet points development

	2
QWC
i-ii-iii
	5-8
	Statements are developed with support from material which is mostly relevant and accurate.
Student provides narrative/description. Links to judgment remain implicit Reserve top of level for depth and range of supporting detail.
Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of historical terminology and showing some skills of selection and organisation of material, but passages lack clarity and organisation. The student spells, punctuates and uses some of the rules of grammar with general accuracy.

	3
QWC
i-ii-iii
	9-12
	The answer shows understanding of the focus of the question and is able to support points made with sufficient accurate and relevant detail.
Student provides explanations to support and/or challenge viewpoint or explains reasons why. Reserve top of level for answers depth and range of material and covering both viewpoints, or range of reasons.
Writing communicates ideas using historical terms accurately and showing some direction and control in the organising of material. The student uses some of the rules of grammar appropriately and spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy, although some spelling errors may still be found.

	4
QWC
i-ii-iii
	13-16
	The answer has sustained focus on the question. It offers an analysis supported by precisely selected and accurate material.
Student attempts to assess extent of importance of one factor weighed against other factors, or extent of agreement with viewpoint, to make a judgement. Reserve top of level for answers which can make and support a judgement on the proposition in the question.


Q5b You are building an analysis and evaluation of a viewpoint or interpretation and should be written in 18 mins. This will involve looking at evidence to support the view and evidence to challenge the view and these may involve factors to be addressed e.g. P, E, S. Two main parts.. one and half pages.
There is evidence to support and challenge this view. It is argued that
·  
There is evidence to support/challenge the view…. PEEx
·  
However thereis evidence to challenge/support the view. For example… PEEx
In conclusion whilst there is evidence to both support and challenge the view, the view that is most convincing is X. PEEx
Q6b You are building an analysis and evaluation of importance or significance of a factor in the development of public health in 18 mins. This will involve however all factors to be addressed e.g. In, ST, II, G, EC and W. Four paragraphs.. one and half pages.
I think X is important but other factors also help to explain developments in Public Health.
·  
The factor is important in the development of public health. For example…. PEEx
·  
However there were limitations to this factor developing public health. For example… PEEx
·  
There are further factors that help to explain the development of Public health. For example… PEEx
In conclusion X is this important and other factors are this important. However they all contribute and interlink to bring about developments in public health. PEEx
Assessment for Learning using Level Ladders in Interpretation at KS3



	Level
	Sub Level
	Level descriptor

	Level 8
	a I am confident at
b I am secure in
c I am beginning to
	They analyse and explain different historical interpretations and are beginning to evaluate them.

	Level 7
	a I am confident at
b I am secure in
c I am beginning to
	They explain how and why different historical interpretations have been produced.

	Level 6
	a I am confident at
b I am secure in
c I am beginning to
	Pupils describe, and begin to analyse, why there are different historical interpretations of events, people and changes.

	Level 5
	a I am confident at
b I am secure in
c I am beginning to
	They know that some events, people and changes have been interpreted in different ways and suggest possible reasons for this. 



	Level 4
	a I am confident at
b I am secure in
c I am beginning to
	They show some understanding that aspects of the past have been represented and interpreted in different ways. 



	Level 3
	a I am confident at
b I am secure in
c I am beginning to
	They identify some of the different ways in which the past is represented. 




Assessment for Learning using Level Ladders in Interpretation at KS4
	Grade
	Sub Level
	Level Descriptor

	A
	1 I am confident at
2 I am secure in
3 I am beginning to
	I can recognise and comment on how and why events, people and issues have been interpreted and represented in a wide range of different ways, and provide a thorough consideration of their value in the historical context.    

	B
	1 I am confident at
2 I am secure in
3 I am beginning to
	I can confidently recognise and comment on how and why events, people and issues have been interpreted and represented in different ways, and provide reasoned consideration of their value in the historical context.

	C
	1 I am confident at
2 I am secure in
3 I am beginning to
	I can recognise and comment on how and why events, people and issues have been interpreted and represented in different ways, and provide an appropriate consideration of their value in the historical context.

	D
	1 I am confident at
2 I am secure in
3 I am beginning to
	I can nearly always recognise and comment on how and why events, people and issues have been interpreted and represented in different ways, and provide an appropriate consideration of their value in the historical context.

	E
	1 I am confident at
2 I am secure in
3 I am beginning to
	I can confidently identify some differences between ways in which events, people or issues have been represented and interpreted, and may identify some of the reasons for these.

	F
	1 I am confident at
2 I am secure in
3 I am beginning to
	I can identify some differences between ways in which events, people or issues have been represented and interpreted, and may identify some of the reasons for these.


�





An engraving showing the importance attached to the British Empire on the 50th Anniversary of Queen Victoria’s reign in 1887.





In 1759 the British general James Wolfe captured Quebec and many Britons began to move to Canada. In 1867 the Dominion of Canada was created, giving Canada more freedom to run its own affairs.








Britain gradually took more control of India and in 1757 Robert Clive gained Bengal from the French with a private army of the East India Company. The British began to take even more control of India, and by 1857 the Indians decided to revolt against British rule.








From 1788-1852 Britain used Australia as a place to send trouble makers, and these people outnumbered free settlers until 1830.





Many Africans resisted British rule. British forces defeated the native Zulus and the Boers (former Dutch settlers) to achieve control of South Africa by 1902.





Between 1880-1900 80%  Africa  was carved up by the European countries. Britain took over 16 colonies including; Egypt, the Sudan, Nigeria and Rhodesia.





As a result of the American War of Independence 1776-1783, the colonies were granted their freedom and the USA was born.





In 1850 Britain’s main interests in Africa  were in the Cape Colony in the south, and cotton rich Egypt in the east near the Suez canal.





Farming prospered in Australia and in 1851 gold was discovered. Britons continued to move to Australia with 5 million population by 1914. In 1900 it became a self-governing dominion.





The Indian revolt was put down by the British, and in 1900 India remained firmly under British control.





In 1865 Canada’s population had grown to 3 million, and by 1900 to 6 million.





In 1770 Captain James Cook began to take control of Australia and claimed it as belonging to Britain.





In the 1760’s arguments broke out between the 13 American colonies and Britain. The colonists were fed up with Britain interfering in their affairs.


In 1776 the American colonies declared their independence from Britain. 





A Key to the development of the British Empire 1750-1900


(	America in the British Empire until 1776	


(	India absorbed from 1757.


(	Canada absorbed from 1759.


(	Australia absorbed from 1770.


(	Parts of Africa absorbed from 1850.


(	Other areas absorbed into the Empire.
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A map of the British Empire in 1900.





Source A. Between 1750-1900 Britain became increasingly dependent on trade. Trade provided money to invest in British industries such as cotton, coal and iron. Trade also provided markets to send finished manufactured goods too.





Source B. The following number of Britons emigrated overseas during the period 1750-1900:	1815-34	560,000


1,809,000


2,054,000


1861-1871	1,675,000





Source C. The development of Empire was closely linked to the growth of British seapower and the Strength of the Royal Navy. The colonisation of Canada and India would have been unthinkable without a strong and determined Navy.





Source D. By 1900 Britain imported £6,174,910 of raw cotton, foodstuffs and other goods from the Americas, Africa, Europe, Asia and Australia. In turn it exported £4,165,240 worth of iron, coal, cotton and other goods all over the world.





Source E. During the 19th Century many people left Britain in search of a better future. The main areas of settlement were America, Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand.





Source F. During the 19th Century iron replaced wood in the construction of warships and steam replaced sail. British industry was ahead of most of its competitors in the production of theses goods aat this time and thus was able to retain is power and Empire.





Factor 1.


Military and Technology.





Link





Link





Link





Factor 3. Settlement.





Factor 2.


Industry and trade.





The London Docks





Royal Albert Dock





East India Dock





West India Docks





Surrey Docks





Royal Victoria Dock





Millwall Dock





Greenwich





Datafile on the growth of docks on the River Thames


1800-1900.





Name of Docks�
Date built�
Goods handled�
�
The London docks�
1805�
Wine, wool, rice, sugar, brandy and tobacco.�
�
West India docks�
1802-06�
Sugar, rum, tea, hardwood, timber, fruit, coffee.�
�
East India dock�
1806�
Tea, silk, spices and porcelain.�
�
Royal Albert dock�
1880�
Meat, grain, tobacco, vegetables and passengers.�
�
Surrey docks�
1805�
Softwood timber, wheat and foodstuffs.�
�
Millwall dock�
1868�
Grain.�
�
Royal Victoria dock�
1855�
Meat, grain, tobacco, vegetables and passengers.�
�












Source B. John Child 1992





During the 18th Century Portsmouth became an important Naval Dockyard. Portsmouth was also the port from which many Britons departed to seek a new life in America, Canada or Australia. These ships brought back many goods from the British Empire and new industries grew in Portsmouth. The Growth on the Empire and the Navy meant expansion for the Portsmouth docks and boomtime for Portsmouth businesses.











Source A. Sketchley’s Trade Directory 1784





Name�
Business�
Address�
�
S Barney�
Lawyer�
High Street�
�
C Bettesworth�
Wine Merchant�
High Street�
�
W Blundell�
Merchant�
High Street�
�
J Boyes �
Merchant�
High Street�
�
J Bradley�
The Crown Inn�
High Street�
�
J Coucher�
Druggist�
High Street�
�
G Groves�
Cheesemonger�
High Street�
�
W Hammond�
Merchant�
High Street�
�






Source B


The Empire provided British businesses with a ready made market for its goods. However whilst this seems positive it was not in the long run. British businesses did not have to compete against other countries to sell goods to the colonies, so Britain felt it did not have to develop new technology.





Source A


The Empire helped Britain to grow richer. British industries were able to get cheap raw materials very cheaply from the colonies. Examples include Gold from South Africa, Rubber from Malaya and cotton from the West Indies. British industry used these to make manufactured goods.





Source D


Britain was able to sell large amounts of its manufactured products to people in the Empire. The cotton manufacturers were able to sell their goods all over the world and this brought lots of money into Britain.





Source C


Britain spent a lot of money on developing the ports and transport systems of the colonies so that trade would increase. This money could have been better invested in new technology so that British industry did not fall behind countries like Germany and America.





Source F


From 1870-1945 Britain gave the impression it was one of the strongest countries in the world alongside America, Russia and Germany. In order to support this Empire Britain had developed the strongest Navy in the world. 





Source E


During the First and Second World War, the people of the Empire helped Britain. The colonies gave vital raw materials to help the war effort. Also men and women from India, Africa and the Caribbean actually fought for Britain in the army, navy and airforce.





Source H


Britain had not ruled her Empire in a way which many people in the colonies agreed. This would cause many of the colonies to feel like Britain had cheated them. This would not be good for Britain’s image and status abroad.





Source G


Britain was over dependent on her Empire for her strength. When the colonies began to win their independence from Britain after 1945, British power declined. Britain became very unsure about what her new role in the world was.








Source J


British engineering left the colonies with better transport facilities. Railways like those from Cape Town to Salisbury in Southern Africa made life better for native people. In India 40,000 miles of canal were built which irrigated 20 million acres of farmland.





Source I


The people of the colonies suffered great losses. For example Rhodes’s British South Africa Company took the best land from South Africans and killed thousands when they rebelled against this. This also happened to the Ndebele and the Shona people.





Source L


The British made laws and agreements which kept wages low and taxes high for people of the colonies. This made people from the colonies both poor and dependent on Britain. In Kenya the indigenous people did all the manual labour and the British did all the managerial and administrative work.





Source K


In many areas of the Empire Britain attempted to rule fairly, make improvements in human rights were necessary, and keep the peace. They ended the slave trade in Central and Western Africa and banned practises such as the Suttee in India, when wives threw themselves on their husband’s funeral pyre to die with them.





Source M


The industries set up in the colonies were owned by British business men. This meant that business needs were geared towards Britain rather than the people of the colonies, and profits were taken by the British.





Source N


Britain made social improvements in the colonies. They built school, hospitals, banks and post offices all over the Empire. Some individuals made a big impact. For example Elizabeth Bielby set up a women’s hospital in Lahore, India. She worked there from 1888-1903.





Source P


Many people in the colonies did not like the attitudes and prejudice of the British. Many British saw themselves as better than the indigenous people and often repressed their protests and imprisoned rebels. This is what happened to Colonel Arabi in Egypt and Tilak in India.





Source O


People of the colonies learnt many new ideas from the British. They learnt about how British government and law worked and about the importance of freedom. People in the colonies used these ideas to make changes in their own countries, mixing their own ideas with British ones.
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