
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Source A. Extract from the 
prosecution of Max Taubner 
(2nd Lieutenant in SS) by Police 
Supreme Court may 1943. 
 
The accused shall not be 
punished because of his actions 
against the Jews as such. The 
Jews have to be exterminated. 
He is accused of cruel actions 
and allowing his men to act with 
such vicious brutality. 

Source G. A german policeman 
who refused to participate in 
executions of Jews in 
Hrubiezow. 
 
I refused, because I had no 
desire to shoot defenceless 
people. I had no wish to become 
a murderer. I said this to Kozar 
and he did not press me further 
to carry out this order. 
 

Source E. Extract from  Erwin 
Schultz, head of the shooting 
squads. 
 
I believe that things in Russia 
would have never turned out as 
they did had a few heads of the 
SS squads declared that they 
could not carry out these 
liquidations. In my opinion 
actions could be checked if a 
field marshal or commanding 
officer of an army group had 
intervened. 

Source C. Extract from an SS 
Sergeant from Kolomea in the 
General-Government. 
 
I carried out orders not because 
I was afraid I would be punished 
by death if I didn’t. I thought 
that if I asked to be released 
from having to take part in the 
executions of Jews my chances 
of promotion would be spoilt. 
 
 

Source H. Extract from Kurt 
Mobius who participated in the 
murder of at least 100,000 
people. 
 
It never even entered my head 
that these orders could be 
wrong. I was convinced that the 
Jewish people were guilty, that 
they were criminals and sub 
human and that they were the 
cause of Germanys decline in the 
First World War. I followed the 
orders because they came from 
the highest leaders of the 
state. 

Source F. Extract from SS 
Brigadier general Professor Dr 
Frank Six. 
 
During the war a person could at 
least try to have himself 
transferred from an SS squad. I 
myself managed to do this 
successfully. I was not demoted 
as a result of my transfer and 
not disadvantaged apart from 
remaining on bad terms with 
Himmler until his death. 
 

Source D. Extract from SS 
Lieutenant Albert Hartl. 
 
I am convinced that many men 
of the lower rank under the 
then authoritarian regime and 
under such strict and tough 
commanders never even thought 
of giving expression to their 
inner conflict, fearing privately 
that a refusal to take part in a 
shooting would have had very 
serious consequences. 

Source B. Extract from a 
police official from the Cracow 
District of the General 
Government. 
 
Members of the police were, 
with a few exceptions, quite 
happy to take part in shootings 
of Jews. They had a ball! 
Nobody failed to turn up. People 
today give a false impression 
when they say the actions 
against the Jews were carried 
out unwillingly. 


