
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Trude Levi Rose Groves Morris Frenkel Edith Birkin 

I closed my eyes, and I made a 
vow, that whatever they’re going 
to do to me I want to survive, I 
don’t want.. I’ll never let these 
people kill me, because I 
couldn’t.. . Why, why why why, 
why are they doing this? And so 
many of us. I mean there were a 
thousand people to one block, 
and there were thirty blocks in 
that enclosure. Now, two months 
have passed, and the same 
routine every day, and then I 
was standing with my sister and 
other friends at the wire fence, 
when all of a sudden we 
recognised a boy from our town 
on the other side. And I said, 
‘Hello Miki; Mild, what’s 
happening? What’s going to 
happen to us?’ He said, ‘Just 
don’t scream, don’t cry, and 
stand straight like a pole. They 
have gassed our parents in the 
crematorium.’ I said, What s a 
crematorium?’ And he told me 
that we have no more, our 
parents have been killed. 
 

The people put the slice of 
bread, like myself, underneath 
the pillow until the morning. You 
could hear during the night 
shouting. ‘You stole my bread. 
You stole my quota. Somebody 
stole each other’s slice of 
bread. So the law, unofficial law 
was, he had to be killed, by 
strangling. Who done it, either 
the people themselves, or if 
there was a nice man, a kapo, 
which he was a Jew, or 
sympathetic, he done it, 
strangled him, and put him down 
in the wash-room, the toilets, 
and that’s how the... Every 
morning when we came down to 
have a wash you could see 
somebody is laying there from 
different places. Because, if you 
took somebody’s slice of bread 
away, you took his . . . they 
considered he took most of your 
life away, it was your living. The 
Germans didn’t know about it. 
 

Of course we soon realised that 
there was this big chimney, you 
know, out of which came a lot of 
smoke, and the sky was red, the 
sky was red all the time. And 
you know, when we asked what it 
is they told us, and we couldn’t 
believe it. Well the Germans 
didn’t tell us, but other 
prisoners told us you know. 
‘Whats this, what’s this smoke, 
what’s this fire, you know, why is 
the sky so red?’ What is this all 
about, you know, we couldn’t 
understand. But then we were 
told, very soon we were told you 
know, and we saw these 
transports of people coming; 
they came past us because 
there was this Lagerstrasse, you 
know, this road that was going 
to the gas chambers, from the 
train, and they came past. All 
these transports came past us, 
you know, thousands and 
thousands of people. And they 
never appeared again, they just 
disappeared into this building, 
you know. 

There were about 15,000 
women, stripped naked, and we 
stood there from early in the 
morning, shivering, because it 
was terribly terribly cold in the 
morning, and then it got terribly 
hot, and staying there, and we 
were there for I think fourteen 
hours. They said there was going 
to be a medical examination. And 
eventually Hoess, the 
Commandant came, and Mengele 
came, and some others, and we 
had to pass in front of them, 
and they looked into our throat 
and into the palm of our hand, 
and for that we had to stand 
there naked for fourteen hours. 
And they separated us, and 
anybody who fainted was 
carried away and was never seen 
again. 


