
Gallery: civilians & war 1914-18

case studies

The Big Question is too big to tackle in one go, so we have broken it up into smaller sections called case 
studies. Look at the case studies to study the historical sources.

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/casestudy.htm

In August 1914 Britain went to war against Germany. In the next four years Britain: 
created an army of millions through voluntary and compulsory enlistment 
saw government control of food and essential industries
developed an economy totally geared to the demands of war 

In this gallery you are going to investigate the impact of this change on ordinary people and their lives during
the war. You will use the sources and information in the case studies to write some summary reports on the
impact of the war on civilians.  

the big question in this gallery is :

how did the experience of war
affect civilians in britain 1914-18?

gallery background

See Gallery Background for some information and sources which may be useful in your investigation. 

See the following case
studies in this gallery
to study the sources:

dora in action
recruit & conscript
shortages & rationing
the workers & the war

civilians & war 1914-18

Look at the Big Question for a worksheet that will show you how to use the case studies and how to organise
your work.  



Case study: dora in action

THE BIG QUESTION

The sources in this case study can help you by provid-
ing information you can use in your presentation. 
Study each source carefully. Note down anything
which tells you about:

The powers which the Defence of the Realm Act 
gave to the government
How DORA was enforced
How DORA affected people's everyday lives
How people reacted to the restrictions which DORA
placed on their lives

EXAM PRACTICE

If you want to get some practice on examination type
questions, just go to or download the Practice
Questions.

Don’t forget – if there are words or phrases in the
sources which you cannot understand, try the 
glossary!

DORA stands for Defence of the Realm Act. This Act was passed within a few days of the Great War breaking
out in 1914. The Act gave the government wide-ranging powers to control many aspects of everyday life. It
was regularly updated, with the government constantly giving itself new powers, and introducing new 
restrictions on everything from using petrol to turning on the lights.

People in Britain had never experienced this kind of control before. Did they resent the control or did they
approve of it because it was for the war effort? 

In this case study you will be looking at a range of sources and examining how they were affected by DORA
and how they reacted. 

How to use thE sourceS IN THIS CASE STUDY :
You can use these case study sources in two ways:

sourceS:

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/cs1.htm

civilians & war 1914-18 > dora in action

Defence of the Realm Act
regulations, 1914 

Poster on the Defence of the
Realm Act

Letter on motorists and
lighting regulations, 1915  

Handbill on savings bonds,
1916  

Letter urging councils to
take land to grow food  

Price of coal, 1917  Police report on early shop
closures, 1917



Additional regulations added to the Defence of the Realm Act, September 1914
(PRO ref: HO 45/10690) 

source 1

civilians & war 1914-18 > dora in action

source 1a source 1B

Ask Yourself:

What new powers do the army and navy get in regulation 3?
What new powers were given to the police in Regulation 12?
What evidence is there in this source of the government trying to control information?
Does this source contain any evidence of the effectiveness of the Act?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how the Defence of the Realm Act affected
people or how they reacted to DORA. You should consider:



SOURCE 1a

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s1a.htm



SOURCE 1b

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s1b.htm



A poster about the Defence of the Realm Act issued in 1914 to be displayed in railway stations 
(PRO ref: RAIL 1057/453)

source 2

civilians & war 1914-18 > dora in action

source 2a source 2B source 2c

Ask Yourself:

Look at the letter (Source 2a). What does it suggest about government control in 1914?
Do you think the railway company could refuse to put up the poster? 
Is it possible to say whether they would want to refuse?
What would you say are the most important features of the poster (sources 2b and 2c)?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how the Defence of the Realm Act affected
people or how they reacted to DORA. You should consider:



SOURCE 2a

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s2a.htm



SOURCE 2b

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s2b.htm



SOURCE 2c

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s2c.htm



Letter from the Metropolitan Police Commissioner relating to the prosecution of motorists for 
disobeying regulations on lighting, 4 March 1915 
(PRO ref: MEPO 2/1661) 

source 3

civilians & war 1914-18 > dora in action

Ask Yourself:

What has happened to a number of drivers?
Why did the government introduce this restriction?
What is the question about the licenses of the drivers?
What evidence is there about the types of drivers and vehicles stopped?
What is the most important information for the historian contained in this source?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how the Defence of the Realm Act affected
people or how they reacted to DORA. You should consider:



SOURCE 3

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s3.htm



Government handbill to encourage people to buy savings bonds, 1916
(PRO ref: T 1/11898/2655/1916)

source 4

civilians & war 1914-18 > dora in action

Ask Yourself:

What does this poster suggest about the government's financial situation?
Is this a business deal or a patriotic appeal?
Is the government asking for or demanding money in this scheme?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how the Defence of the Realm Act affected
people or how they reacted to DORA. You should consider:



SOURCE 4

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s4.htm



Letter from the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to local councils urging them to take control of
land and use it to grow food, December 1916
(PRO ref: MAF 48/219)

source 5

civilians & war 1914-18 > dora in action

Ask Yourself:

What was the main purpose of this letter?
What powers do local councils now have?
Do you think the government and councils preferred to work with landowners?
Look at section 22. What impression do you get of the relationship between the government and the local 
councils?
Do private societies have a role to play?
What does this section tell you about the state of Britain's food supply?
Do you get the impression the government is forcing people to support the war or working with them?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how the Defence of the Realm Act affected
people or how they reacted to DORA. You should consider:



SOURCE 5

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s5.htm



A document showing the price of coal as determined by the government in March 1917
(PRO ref: POWE 26/8)

source 6

civilians & war 1914-18 > dora in action

Ask Yourself:

What does this source tell historians about government control of the economy during the war?
Do you think big business liked to be controlled in this way?
What are the advantages for businesses of government control?
What are the disadvantages?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how the Defence of the Realm Act affected
people or how they reacted to DORA. You should consider:



SOURCE 6

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s6.htm



Police report from January 1917 on the effects of early shop closures as part of DORA regulations
(PRO ref: HO 45/10956/322254/115)

source 7

civilians & war 1914-18 > dora in action

Ask Yourself:

How has early closing affected people's shopping habits?
Why are the poor more affected than the better off?
What is the general feeling of shopkeepers towards the Act?
Do you feel that this source is a good source for judging the feelings of the shopkeepers?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how the Defence of the Realm Act affected
people or how they reacted to DORA. You should consider:



SOURCE 7

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs1/g5cs1s7.htm



Case study: recruit & conscript

THE BIG QUESTION

The sources in this case study can help you by provid-
ing information you can use in your presentation. 
Study each source carefully. Note down anything
which tells you about:

The powers which the Defence of the Realm Act 
gave to the government
How DORA was enforced
How DORA affected people's everyday lives
How people reacted to the restrictions which DORA
placed on their lives

EXAM PRACTICE

If you want to get some practice on examination type
questions, just go to or download the Practice
Questions.

Don’t forget – if there are words or phrases in the
sources which you cannot understand, try the 
glossary!

When war broke out in 1914 Britain had a relatively small army. The government immediately called for 
volunteers and hundreds of thousands joined up. By late 1915, however, more troops were needed. In
January 1916 the government introduced compulsory military service (conscription) for single men. It was
then extended to married men in April.  In this case study you will be looking at why the government 
introduced conscription and how people reacted to this measure. 

How to use thE sourceS IN THIS CASE STUDY :
You can use these case study sources in two ways:

sourceS:

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/cs2.htm

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

Recruitment posters, 1914 Lord Kitchener's inspection
of troops, 1914

Report of a Cabinet 
meeting, 1915  

Letter from No Conscription
Fellowship, 1915  

Report on recruiting,
October 1915  

Report on problems with
recruiting, 1915 

Memo on treatment of 
conscientious objectors

Cartoon on conscription,
1916  

Report on conscripting 
married men, 1916  



Recruitment posters calling for volunteers issued in 1914
(PRO ref: PRO 30/57/123)

source 1

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

source 1a source 1B

Ask Yourself:

What is the main aim of source 1a?
Is the aim of source 1b the same?
Do sources 1a and 1b use the same methods to get men to join up?
Is this evidence that Britain was badly prepared for war in 1914?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about why conscription was introduced and how
people were affected by it. You should consider:



SOURCE 1a

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5cs2s1a.htm



SOURCE 1b

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5c21s1b.htm



Lord Kitchener's inspection of troops in front of St George's Hall, Liverpool, 1914 
(first published in The Queen magazine, 27 March 1915, photograph courtesy of the Liverpool
Record Office) 

source 2

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

Ask Yourself:

What does this source tell historians about the type of men who joined up?
What does the source suggest about the effectiveness of posters like source 1a and source 1b? 
How could you be sure whether or not this response was typical in all cities?
How could you be sure whether or not this response was typical beyond the early stages of the war?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about why conscription was introduced and how
people were affected by it. You should consider:



SOURCE 2

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5cs2s2.htm



Extract from a report of a Cabinet meeting written for the King, October 1915 
(PRO ref: CAB 37/135/22) 

source 3

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

source 3a source 3B source 3c

Ask Yourself:

What was the main issue discussed at this Cabinet meeting?
Does this source suggest that the recruiting situation was serious?
What were the main concerns?
What measures do you think Churchill, Landsowne and Curzon would have wanted to bring in?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about why conscription was introduced and how
people were affected by it. You should consider:



SOURCE 3a

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5cs2s3a.htm



SOURCE 3b

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5c21s3b.htm



SOURCE 3c

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5c21s3c.htm



A letter from the No Conscription Fellowship written in December 1915 
(PRO ref: HO 45/10782)

source 4

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

Ask Yourself:

Why did the No Conscription Fellowship write this letter at this particular time?
What is the letter saying?
Why are they opposed to conscription?
Do you get the impression these people are prepared to suffer for their beliefs?
The newspapers often accused the opponents of conscription of being cowards who did not want to fight. 
Does this source support that view?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about why conscription was introduced and how
people were affected by it. You should consider:



SOURCE 4

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5cs2s4.htm



Extracts from an article in The Times newspaper on women's suffrage, April 1906 
(PRO ref: CAB 37/136/10)

source 5

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

Ask Yourself:

What is the attitude of the writer towards conscription?
What does the following phrase mean: 'This question is one of fact, and ought not to be approached from 
the party or political points of view'?
How does this source show that conscription was an issue which divided the members of the government?
What solutions did William Long put forward?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about why conscription was introduced and how
people were affected by it. You should consider:



SOURCE 5

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5cs2s5.htm



Report from Lord Derby to the Cabinet on problems with recruiting, December 1915
(PRO ref: CAB 37/139/26) 

source 6

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

Ask Yourself:

What was wrong with the system of starring?
Why were professional and commercial men not joining up?
What was wrong with the system of recruiting?
What kind of lucrative employment was available?
Do you get the impression that men did not want to go to war, or that they simply wanted a fairer and 
better organised system of recruitment?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about why conscription was introduced and how
people were affected by it. You should consider:



SOURCE 6

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5cs2s6.htm



Memorandum concerning the treatment of conscientious objectors, July 1916 
(PRO ref: HO 45/10882) 

source 7

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

Ask Yourself:

What is the main concern in this source??
Prison governors were being told to act cautiously in this source. What words or phrases tell you this?
What is the general attitude towards conscientious objectors in this letter?
On the basis of this source, would you say they were well or badly treated?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about why conscription was introduced and how
people were affected by it. You should consider:



SOURCE 7

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5cs2s7.htm



Cartoon from Punch magazine commenting on conscription, June 1916 
(H M Brock, © Punch, Ltd., pu02198) 

source 8

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

Ask Yourself:

What does the cartoon suggest about the kind of person the prisoner is?
How is he trying to get out of military service?
Does the cartoon suggest that this kind of trick is common?
From the other sources you have seen, is there much evidence to support the view of the cartoon?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about why conscription was introduced and how
people were affected by it. You should consider:



SOURCE 8

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5cs2s8.htm



Extract from a government report on the possibility of extending conscription to married men,
April 1916 
(PRO ref: CAB 37/145/7)

source 9

civilians & war 1914-18 > recruit & conscript

Ask Yourself:

What are the main attitudes towards conscription?
How reliable is this as a view of how the majority of people felt?
What impression do you get of the government's attitude towards extending conscription to married men?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about why conscription was introduced and how
people were affected by it. You should consider:



SOURCE 9

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs2/g5cs2s9.htm



Case study: shortages & rationing

THE BIG QUESTION

The sources in this case study can help you by provid-
ing information you can use in your presentation. 
Study each source carefully. Note down anything
which tells you about:

The powers which the Defence of the Realm Act 
gave to the government
How DORA was enforced
How DORA affected people's everyday lives
How people reacted to the restrictions which DORA
placed on their lives

EXAM PRACTICE

If you want to get some practice on examination type
questions, just go to or download the Practice
Questions.

Don’t forget – if there are words or phrases in the
sources which you cannot understand, try the 
glossary!

When war broke out in 1914 most people were not prepared for the long test of endurance which the war
turned into. One of the most critical problems Britain faced was feeding its people. 

In this case study you will look at a range of sources which focus on this issue and see how shortages and
rationing affected people. 

How to use thE sourceS IN THIS CASE STUDY :
You can use these case study sources in two ways:

sourceS:

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs3/cs3.htm

civilians & war 1914-18 > shortages & rationing

Letter on increased cost of
living, 1916  

Cartoon on shortages, 1917  Cartoon: 'Doing Their Bit',
1917 

Criticism of government
control over supplies

Cartoon on rationing, 1918  Ration Coupons Letter encouraging food
economy, 1918  

Government poster: eat less
bread, 1917  



Letter from the Amalgamated Society of Engineers to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, September
1916 
(PRO ref: T 172/123)

source 1

civilians & war 1914-18 > shortages & rationing

Ask Yourself:

This source is a request to increase old age pensions. Why is this useful?
What problems are facing old age pensioners?
What does this suggest about the cost of living?
Is there any evidence that the hardships of the old people are caused by war? 

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about shortages and rationing and how they 
affected people. You should consider:



SOURCE 1

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs3/g5cs3s1.htm



Cartoon from Punch magazine on shortages, September 1917 
(F H Townsend, © Punch, Ltd., pu02225)

source 2

civilians & war 1914-18 > shortages & rationing

Ask Yourself:

When was the cartoon published and what was happening at the time?
What do the background scenes suggest about conditions in Britain at this time?
Who is the man playing the trumpet?
What is the cartoon saying about the Prime Minister's attitude?
Would you say this cartoon is critical of the Prime Minister?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about shortages and rationing and how they 
affected people. You should consider:



SOURCE 2

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs3/g5cs3s2.htm



Cartoon from Punch magazine on how shortages affected people, September 1917
(Lewis Baumer, © Punch, Ltd., pu02204)

source 3

civilians & war 1914-18 > shortages & rationing

Ask Yourself:

What differences are there between the people in the car and the people in the street?
According to the cartoonist, how are the rich people in the car 'Doing Their Bit'?
Do you think the cartoonist is being sarcastic?
Would food shortages and high food prices affect all the people in this cartoon equally?
What clues are there in this cartoon about why the government introduced rationing in 1918?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about shortages and rationing and how they 
affected people. You should consider:



SOURCE 3

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs3/g5cs3s3.htm



Resolution passed by the London Chamber of Commerce criticising government control of food and
supplies, October 1917
(PRO ref: MUN 4/6556)

source 4

civilians & war 1914-18 > shortages & rationing

Ask Yourself:

Who is doing the protesting?
What are they protesting about?
Would you say that this source is critical of the government?
What would you say are the motives of the businessmen in passing this resolution?
How useful is this source in telling you about shortages in 1917?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about shortages and rationing and how they 
affected people. You should consider:



SOURCE 4

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs3/g5cs3s4.htm



Ration coupons
(PRO ref: IR 79/30)

source 5

civilians & war 1914-18 > shortages & rationing

Ask Yourself:

What is being rationed?
Explain how the coupon system worked?
Do you get the impression that shopkeepers were fully involved in the scheme?
Rationing was a big change from the free market which people were used to. Why did most people support
it?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about shortages and rationing and how they 
affected people. You should consider:



SOURCE 5

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs3/g5cs3s5.htm



Letter from the Ministry of Food encouraging food economy, March 1918 
(PRO ref: ED 138/59) 

source 6

civilians & war 1914-18 > shortages & rationing

Ask Yourself:

What does the Ministry of Food want the Board of Education to do?
What does this source tell you about shortages in March 1918?
Does this provide evidence that rationing was or was not working?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about shortages and rationing and how they 
affected people. You should consider:



SOURCE 6

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs3/g5cs3s6.htm



Government poster issued in March 1917
(With thanks to the Trustees of the Imperial War Museum, London)

source 7

civilians & war 1914-18 > shortages & rationing

Ask Yourself:

Who issued this poster?
What is the aim of the poster?
Does this poster suggest that measures to get people to save food were working or not working?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about shortages and rationing and how they 
affected people. You should consider:



SOURCE 7

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs3/g5cs3s7.htm



Cartoon commenting on rationing, February 1918
(Ricardo Brook, © Punch, Ltd., pu02202)

source 8

civilians & war 1914-18 > shortages & rationing

Ask Yourself:

What is the 'New War Terror'?
Do you think rationing is really seen as a terror?
What does this cartoon tell you about attitudes to rationing and about government control in general?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about shortages and rationing and how they 
affected people. You should consider:



SOURCE 8

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs3/g5cs3s8.htm



Case study: the workers & the war

THE BIG QUESTION

The sources in this case study can help you by 
providing information you can use in your 
presentation.  Study each source carefully. Note down
anything which tells you about:

How workers contributed to the war effort 
Relations between workers and employers and the 
government
How the war affected workers' wages and working 
and living conditions 

EXAM PRACTICE

If you want to get some practice on examination type
questions, just go to or download the Practice
Questions.

Don’t forget – if there are words or phrases in the
sources which you cannot understand, try the 
glossary!

As the war dragged on, it became an industrial war as well as a war of soldiers, sailors and pilots. The soldiers
in the trenches needed guns, shells, uniforms and many other pieces of equipment. 

This meant that Britain's industries had to produce what was needed. In this case study you will examine the
contribution of workers to the war effort, and also how the war affected them. 

How to use thE sourceS IN THIS CASE STUDY :
You can use these case study sources in two ways:

sourceS:

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/cs4.htm

civilians & war 1914-18 > the workers & the war

Report on effects of war on
economy, 1914  

Cartoon on munitions 
production, 1916  

Photos of women in 
munitions industries  

Report from the Mines
Department, 1916  

Report of Committee on
Labour Troubles, 1918

Employment of women in
the RFC, 1917

Report on cost of living 
during the war, 1917

Cartoon commenting on
strikes, 1918  



Extract from a government report on the effects of war on the economy, September 1914 
(PRO ref: CAB 37/121/106)

source 1

civilians & war 1914-18 > the workers & the war

Ask Yourself:

What does this report tell you about the state of British industry in 1914?
How has the war affected businesses?
How might this have affected workers?
Why is this source unreliable as evidence for explaining how the war affected British workers?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how workers were affected by the war and
how they contributed to the war effort. You should consider:



SOURCE 1

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s1.htm



Cartoon from August 1916 commenting on munitions production
(PRO ref: EXT 1/315 pt2. Originally L Raven-Hill, © Punch, Ltd., pu02227) 

source 2

civilians & war 1914-18 > the workers & the war

Ask Yourself:

Who is the main figure in the cartoon?
Is this a real individual or is he representing a group?
What are 'his kids'?
What is the trip they are going on?
What impression do you get of the man's attitude to the war effort?
Look at the date of the cartoon. Is this important?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how workers were affected by the war and
how they contributed to the war effort. You should consider:



SOURCE 2

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s2.htm



Official photographs showing women working in the munitions industries
(PRO ref: MUN 5/164/1124/40)

source 3

civilians & war 1914-18 > the workers & the war

source 3a source 3B

Ask Yourself:

What kind of factory is this?
Why would it have been almost impossible to see scenes like these in a factory like this before the war?
What kind of work are the women doing?
What kind of work are the men doing?
Do they appear to be working together well?
Are photographs like this really useful in trying to decide how women were treated?
What does this source tell you about the extent to which working people supported the war effort?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how workers were affected by the war and
how they contributed to the war effort. You should consider:



SOURCE 3a

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s3a.htm



SOURCE 3b

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s3b.htm



Extract from a report produced by the Mines Department, November 1916
(PRO ref: POWE 16/176)

source 4

civilians & war 1914-18 > the workers & the war

source 4a source 4B

Ask Yourself:

What was the government's priority for the coal industry?
Why was the enlistment (volunteering for the Army) of miners a problem?
What was the problem of absenteeism?
How bad was it?
What does this document suggest about relations between miners and mine owners?
Does this extract provide evidence that miners did not care about the war effort?
In 1925 the government was planning to throw away the document which this extract comes from. Why is 
it a good job they did not?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how workers were affected by the war and
how they contributed to the war effort. You should consider:



SOURCE 4a

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s4a.htm



SOURCE 4b

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s4b.htm



Extract from a War Office document on employment of women in the RFC, April 1917
(PRO ref: WO 32/5530)

source 5

civilians & war 1914-18 > the workers & the war

Ask Yourself:

What does this source tell you about the work women were doing by 1917?
What does this source tell you about attitudes to women workers in the war?
Is this source useful for examining whether women workers were patriotic?
Is this source any use for assessing whether women workers were appreciated?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how workers were affected by the war and
how they contributed to the war effort. You should consider:



SOURCE 5

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s5.htm



Extract from a Ministry of Labour report on the cost of living during the war, October 1917
(PRO ref: LAB 41/81)

source 6

civilians & war 1914-18 > the workers & the war

Ask Yourself:

According to the report, how did the war affect wages?
Did any workers benefit from these changes?
How did the majority of workers do?  
Is there any evidence in this source to suggest that working people did or did not support the war effort?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how workers were affected by the war and
how they contributed to the war effort. You should consider:



SOURCE 6

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s6.htm



Cartoon from the Daily Mirror commenting on strikes, 31 August 1918
(W K Haselden, Centre for the Study of Cartoons and Caricature, University of Kent, WH2366)

source 7

civilians & war 1914-18 > the workers & the war

Ask Yourself:

According to the cartoon, what strikes and boycotts took place in 1918?
Do you think these strikes and boycotts actually took place, or is the cartoonist simply making a joke about
the situation in 1918?
Does this source provide convincing evidence that there were a lot of strikes in 1918?
How could an historian check this view, and check whether it was also true for 1914-17?
Do any other sources in this case study support the view that there were a lot of strikes during the war?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how workers were affected by the war and
how they contributed to the war effort. You should consider:



SOURCE 7

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s7.htm



Extract from the report of the Committee on Labour Troubles, published in April 1918
(PRO ref: NATS 1/232)

source 8

civilians & war 1914-18 > the workers & the war

Ask Yourself:

Why was the government so concerned about a strike by the ETU?
What plans was it making in case there was a strike?
Do you get the impression the government was keen to have a confrontation or keen to avoid one?
Do you get the impression that industrial relations were generally bad at this time?

How to use this source to help you answer the Big Question :
Look carefully at this source and consider what it tells you about how workers were affected by the war and
how they contributed to the war effort. You should consider:



SOURCE 8

http://learningcurve.pro.gov.uk/britain1906-18/g5/cs4/g5cs4s8.htm


