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Changed roles for women. The war caused a massive increase in the employment of women- in factories, clerical jobs and in uniform. Girls became WAAFs
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time many people were astonished by the result.
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The case for continuity

Reality was different from the propaganda myrths.
The idea of shared experience was not always true.
Middle-class people rended to live away from the main
centres of the bombing raids; those with money could
always get round the ractioning restrictions. INor was it
always true that people rallied to the needs of che
community. There were many cases of looting and petty
thieving (blackout and bomb damage provided ideal
conditions). When dignitaries like Churchill or the
Queen visited bomb-damaged areas, crowds were often
sullen or hostile.

Most of the effects of change were temporary. Many
women gave up their jobs at the end of the war, either
because they wished to or were forced to. Class loyalties
ran deep and stayed much the same as they had before
the war.

War service did more to reinforce class divisions
than to break them down. In real life and even in the
world of cosy propaganda films, the armed forces were
organised on class lines. Working-class and regional
accents belonged to the firrers, not to the pilots, to
privates but not officers. Working-class girls ended up
in the ATS, whereas bourgeois girls joined the WRINS
or staffed the code-breaking machines at Blecchley Park.
The social mobility of the war did more to move people
from place to place than to cross class barriers.
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It is difficult to believe that the 1945 electoral campaign
could have decided the outcome of the election, though it
might have increased the margin of victory. Labour’s
landslide was by such a decisive margin that it was almost
certainly a foregone conclusion before electioneering even
started. Even so, it should not be forgotten that, at the
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HOWVY EFFECTIVELY WAS THE WELFAIRE STATE
ESTABLISHED?

T he lkeystone of Labour’s policies in 1945 was the secting
LU of the Welfare State. This was the bissest praccical
move to reduce provercy. Possibly rhe key reason why so
many people had voted Labour in the general election was
rthe belief that T.abour could be trusted wicth che
implementation of the Beveridase Plan.

The Beveridge Report, 1242

The idea of comprehensive social reforrm came to the fore
during the wwar, almost precisely act the time when ic
secrmed certain that defeac would be avoided. In IDecermber
1942, tche Beveridge Repore outlined the three key
Principles for a systerm of social securicy:

- family allowances
e a comprehensive national health service

e full employmenctc.

T his wwas not a specifically Tabour scherme. Xilliarm
Beveridoe was a Liberal, moc o socialist, and che warctimme
sovernmment as a whole commeissioned his reporc. Nor ddid
the Beveridge Repore offer a blucprine for starcings from
scrarch. Britain already had a rangse of welfare services
before 1939, for example the wartime governrment
provided free school meoeals and milk. Flowever, the
Beverideoe proposals were close to plans currenc in the

T albour Parcy, thus Labour becarme associated with its core
ideas. The bis difference berween Beveridgse and che

Tabour Parcy is that Beveridge did nmor believe in wholesale
stacte planning: Labour, ddid.

On publication, the Beveridaoe Report had an inspirings
ceffecr., especially because it promised to do awas with the
two most hated feactures of che 1 930s: unemploymentc and
the Means Tesc. The wartime sovernment besan plannins
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for post-war reconstruction, which went against the wishes

of Churchill (preoccupied with winning the war) and of the
Treasury (wotried abou the coso)

Before the end of the war, several steps wete taken towards
the establishment of the aims of the repott, A White Paper
on employment policy was issued in 1944, outlining the
commitment to high and stable employment. In the same
year, R.A. Butler's Education Act was passed. In 1945,
after Labour had broken away from the wartime coalition
to fight the general election, the caretaker Conservative
government passed the Family Allowance Act, Since
thete was a great deal of public enchusiasm and press
support for soctal reform, the nation was prepared for the
implementation of the Beveridge Report well before
Attlee's Labour government came to power,
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Berween 1945 and 1948, the building blocks of the
Welfare State were put in place:

e the National Health Service Act, 1946

e the National Insurance Act, 1946

e the National Assistance Act, 1948 (for those outside
national insurance)

° the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947.

The Beveridge Plan was so popular that few politicians
would have dared to oppose it openly. Nevertheless, there
was opposition.

° Some right-wing Conservatives opposed it on the
grounds of the cost of universal provision. (It is often
wrongly stated that Churchill was flatly against the
Beveridge Plan: he was sceptical about parts of it but
was not against the whole idea.)

° Some on the Labour Left opposed it because it did not
go far enough: in addition to the NHS they wanted to
nationalise all the hospirtals and to make doctors into
salaried civil servants.
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Consolidation of the Welfare State
Between 1942 and 1948, the Welfre Stare took shape.

Aeer 1948, it was a question of consolidation: politically,
the main battles had been won.

The Conservatives would maingain the We fate State after

1945, constantly declaring tha the NEIS was ‘e i theis

hands'. However, thee wete still battles bei ¢ fought
inside the Labour Party: Lefr-wing voices, such as the
Socialist Medical Association, were disappointed that
Bevan bad compromised; they had wanted the fy

ationalisation of hospitals, There were other 1861163, t00,
such as education, over which the Left el that Artle’
overnment had not been soialist enoughs they fee reae
Opportunities to achieve real equality had been missed,
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DID THE SECOND WORLD WAR CAUSE A
SOCIAL REVOLUTION IN BRITAIN?

The war not only affected Britain’s economic strength and
its impel tole, it also had  huge impact upon British
socety. The key question is whether the effcts of the war
wete deep and lasting ~a ‘Social revolution” or  time of
intense short-term change due to the exceptional
circumstances of wartime, after which British society
mostly returned to normal,

o Shared experiences. The war caused a massive
emphasis on the idea that ‘we aeall in this together'
The Second Wotld War was a People’s War', witha
universal acceptance of the importance of civilians
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fighting on the Home Front. This involved universal
acceptance of controls and sacrifices, such as rationing. It
also involved the sense of resilience and defiance against
the German bombing campaign. The idea of the
‘People’s War” peaked in 19401 during the Blicz.
Sharing bomb shelters and going through the experience
of the evacuation of children from the inner cities to
safer homes elsewhere cut across class bartiers. The role
of the BBC became central to the war effort and people
of all classes habitually listened to the same broadcasts
each day.

State intervention and direct controls. The
government had considerable special powers during the
war. This included conscription, censorship, and the
allocation of labour. During the years of the war, people
became accustomed to greater state intervention in the
economy and in daily life. Planning came to be regarded
as beneficial and effective,
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Land G, stenographess, and diver of everything
rom eepsto cranes. Many matied women had g ke
on heavy esponsbilies because the men were Wy,
The rapid movement of vattme ed to g geater
reedom sexual eelacionships;thete wasa ha
increase in the divorce rate 25 tesul of he wag
Changed atitude. The war cused many Betos 19
o0k iffienly a rcent history, Communism eemed
different when Britain was allied to the Soviet nion (a5
she s from 1941, The Hungry Thiies' ecame fzed
im memory 25 a0 awful tmeof hardship and ocl
division, never to be repeated. The whole deq of

buiding et post v socity was widely accepted.
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