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Who had control after 1660?
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Task 1

During the period 1660-1760 there were six monarchs. In groups of four read about the activities of each monarch with regard to parliament, money religion and war. Use the information to complete the table below. Say whether you think each of the Kings or Queens was gaining or losing power.

	
	Charles II
	James II
	William III
	Anne I
	George I
	George II

	Personality

A good monarch is 

decisive and strong.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parliament

A good monarch 

must avoid quarrels 

with parliament.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Religion

A good monarch 

must avoid causing 

further divisions


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wars

A good monarch 

needs to win battles 

and wars.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Money

A good monarch has enough money to 

rule the country.
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Task 2

Here is a brief overview of the activities of each monarch. Read them through before you look at the more detailed information. It will help you to complete your table.
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Task 3

Your class is going to hold a balloon debate. You need to imagine that the six monarchs from 1660-1760 are in a balloon together. The balloon is losing air fast. Two monarchs will need to be thrown out of the balloon if the others are to survive. This should be the two who have lost the most power and have the worst records in terms of  parliament, religion, wars and money.

The class will be divided into seven groups of four. Six of the groups will be given the name of a monarch and the job of the group is to defend the monarch from criticism. This means that you must try and talk about the strengths of that monarch and try and talk down any problems that they had. Your job as a group is to persuade the seventh group who will be the judges that the monarch should stay in the balloon and to criticise just one of the other monarchs. 


After the judges have heard all the evidence they will decide on which of the two monarch’s will have to thrown out of the balloon. So defend your monarch well or teach them to fly by flapping their arms very quickly!
Charles II 1660-1685


Parliament offered me the crown.


I have all the powers of Charles I.


I didn’t have enough money.


I ruled without parliament for four years.





�





James II 1685-1689


I had enough money to rule.


I crushed the Duke of Monmouth’s rebellion.


I upset parliament by giving top jobs to Catholics.


I ran away to France when Parliament asked William and Mary to invade








William III 1689-1702


Parliament asked me and my wife to be king and queen.


Parliament limited my power by passing a bill of rights.


I defeated catholic rebels in Ireland in 1690.


I worked very hard.











Anne I 1702-1714


Some people said I am not very clever.


I let my friends rule the country.


I always used parliament to help me rule.


I was the first monarch to have England and Scotland ruled from Parliament in London.





�





George I 1714-1727 and George II 1727-1760


Parliaments powers gradually increased over the monarch, even appointing ministers against the monarch’s wishes


Britain was growing in wealth and prosperity.


The British Empire was growing overseas.
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