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How well was England governed without a monarch in the period 1649-1660?

Background information

From 1649-1660 England was no longer controlled by a king, but by Parliament. Oliver Cromwell had been the leading general for the Parliamentary forces in the English Civil War. Cromwell ruled the country from 1653-1658, but people disagree about whether he was a hero or a villain. Cromwell brought in very strict laws during his rule about what people could and could not do. Everybody’s life was changed, some people gained and some people lost. In 1660 Charles I’s son was asked to become king and he became Charles II. He relaxed some of the strict rules that Cromwell had made.
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Task 1

Below are five people from one village. They are talking about the hard times between 1649 and 1660, when Parliament and Cromwell ruled the country after beating the King and having him executed. When you have read what they have to say complete the table below by giving examples of events that happened to each of the characters. You do not need to write in full sentences but include lots of ideas.

	
	Village 

Priest
	Lord of 

the Manor
	Lady of 

the Manor
	Farm 

Worker
	Wool 

Merchant

	Did they support

Charles I or 

Parliament in the

Civil War?


	
	
	
	
	

	Reasons why they supported this side.


	
	
	
	
	

	What did they gain or lose during the war?


	
	
	
	
	

	What did they gain or lose during Cromwell’s rule?


	
	
	
	
	

	What did they think about Charles II becoming King in 1660?
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Task 2

Read through the experiences of the following five characters. They all lived in the same village during the period 1640-1660.
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Task 3

Your task is to work as a group of five and write some scenes from a play involving these five people. You can add other characters and scenes if you wish. Your play will be taped either on video or on tape recorder.

The year is 1660 and it has been announced that Charles I’s son is coming back to England to be King Charles II. A public holiday has been given, and the villagers have arranged a fair to celebrate the day. Everybody has been invited to attend but some are keener than others!


Here are some suggestions for different scenes to choose from, but you may wish to add more of your own.

Scene 1
The Lord and Lady disagree about how big the celebration should be. The Lord wants a huge celebration, the Lady thinks it should be more low key.

Scene 2

The Priest discusses with the Lord plans for restoring the Church and how this could be funded.

Scene 3

The Priest talks to the farm worker and the wool merchant about whether they are enjoying the celebration.

Scene 4

The Lord of the Manor complains about business under Cromwell. Some agree with him.

Scene 5

The lady of the Manor talks with the farm worker about his feelings about the day.

Scene 6

The farm worker complains in secret to the priest about the changes to the Church and the return of the monarchy.
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I am the Lady of the Manor and I support the right of Kings against parliament. However I do understand the problems of the ordinary villagers and why they want life to be more equal. This is why they are against the king and church and support the Parliament and Puritans. I hope the Charles can solve these divisions.





I am the village priest and I liked Charles I’s new prayer book. Under Cromwell my stained glass Church windows were broken and the wall paintings destroyed. I had to change my services to please the puritans. I hope Charles II will bring back the old ways.





I am the Lord of the Manor and fought for King Charles. I don’t think Parliament has the right to tell the king what to do. Cromwell ruled England to strictly. He should not of banned hunting, dancing and theatre. I look forward to better times under Charles II.





I am a farm worker and was all for Charles I but then I changed. I am now a puritan and believe in a simple God fearing Church and country. I think people should have more say in running the country through parliament, but even Cromwell is against this and rules by force.








I am a wool merchant and my business collapsed in the Civil War because of the fighting. Cromwell was an awful ruler and stopped people having fun. I am hoping the new king will relax the strict rules that Cromwell made and make things stable for my business to grow again.
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