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4Marking and 
Content summary:

Students address key aspects of the governing of Germany 1871-1990. They will investigate issues relating to their causes and consequences, both long- and short term, and will demonstrate an understanding of factors that may accelerate, consolidate or retard the process of change. Students will follow the short introductory taught course which provides an overview of the key strands of development. This course will provide the context for students’ enquiries. See the delivery plan for timings.
Students will complete an assignment in two parts. Each part is equally weighted within the marks allocated. Part A will comprise an enquiry in depth into the short-term significance of a key event or individual within the period of study. In Part B, students will set their chosen event or individual in a broader context, exploring the process of change within the wider timeframe. Students are advised to devote approximately 2000 words to each part. The maximum permitted word length of the total assignment is 4000 words. Work which exceeds this should be returned immediately so that students reduce it.
Supporting students during the enquiry:
During the enquiry, the teachers’ role is to monitor the progress, focus and direction of the enquiry. They are required to check and initial the completion of the resource record.
Support for students may take the form of:

• Discussion of progress and advice on enquiry technique – for example, the use of bibliographies to identify sources.

• Discussion of findings and generic suggestions about other avenues of enquiry. In supervising the assignment the teacher does not have to become expert in all the areas explored by students; it is appropriate for the student to become the ‘expert’ and the teacher, through questioning and discussion, to monitor the focus of the student’s work to ensure that, for example, the student is seeking to weigh the significance of an event or factors and not becoming overly concerned with irrelevant or descriptive details.

• Practice for small group or the whole-class in the development of writing focused on the concepts of assessing significance, exploring the process of change, analysis and evaluation of source material within the theme of the coursework programme.

• Monitoring the student’s Resource Record.

Teachers may set and mark questions and sub-questions related to the topics of their candidates’ assignments but which do not duplicate those in the assignments themselves. Any guidance given to candidates should be included in the information supplied to the moderator. If this guidance is in written form, then it should be included in the package sent with the scripts to the moderator.
Marking and Administration of internal assessment:
The role of the teacher

Teachers need to be able to sign the authentication statement for each and every student. ‘Acceptable assistance’ means that while it is legitimate, for example, to draw out the meaning of a question or to elucidate qualities required in the general level descriptors, it is not legitimate to: 

· supply specific wording or phases for students to include in their answer 

· supply detailed question-specific writing frames or other
· structures to support an answer give detailed guidance on how to structure introductions or conclusions 

· tell students in precise detail how to improve their assignment.

This means that it is not permissible for drafts of work to be taken in, commented on, marked and then returned to students for revision. 
Validation

All completed coursework assignments must be accompanied by a statement that the completed assignment is the student’s own unaided work, signed by the student and the supervising teacher on the authentication sheet.

Marking
Coursework will be assessed by the teacher and moderated by Edexcel.

The coursework of each student must be marked out of a total of 50 marks. The teacher must add together the marks for Part A and Part B and submit one mark to Edexcel. 
Centres are not required to construct their own level descriptions for coursework programmes. They must apply the following generic coursework level descriptions when they mark students’ coursework. These level descriptions should not be altered; they should be interpreted in relation to the content outlined in the centre’s coursework programme. Edexcel moderators will apply these level descriptions when they moderate the centre’s marking.

The level descriptions indicate the attainment characteristic of the given levels of achievement for this unit. They give a general indication of the required learning outcomes at each specified level. The level awarded will depend in practice upon the extent to which the student has met the assessment objective overall. Shortcomings in some aspects of the assignment may be balanced by better performance in others.

Authentication
 All candidates must sign an authentication statement. Statements relating to work not sampled should be held securely in your centre. Those which relate to sampled candidates must be attached to the work and sent to the moderator. In accordance with a revision to the current Code of Practice, any candidate unable to provide an authentication statement will receive zero credit for the component. Where credit has been awarded by a centre-assessor to sampled work without an accompanying authentication statement, the moderator will inform Edexcel and the mark will be adjusted to zero.

Internal standardisation

Teachers must show clearly how the marks have been awarded in relation to the assessment criteria. Centres must ensure that there is full and effective internal standardisation of the assessments made by different teachers and of different teaching groups within a centre. This will establish an overall order of merit for all students in the centre. Centres are required to ensure that internal moderation (standardisation) has taken place. Standardisation within the centre must involve an examination of the students’ work to ensure that the assessment criteria have been consistently applied. This process should also include an arithmetical check of the marks and the transfer of the correct marks to the Optical Teacher Examiner Mark Sheets.

Further Information

For more information on annotation, authentication, submission and moderation procedures, please refer to the Edexcel AS and GCE in History: Instructions and administrative documentation for internally assessed units document, which is available on the Edexcel website.

For up-to-date advice on teacher involvement, please refer to the Joint Council for Qualification (JCQ) — Instruction for conducting coursework/portfolio document on the JCQ website: www.jcq.org.uk. For up-to-date advice on malpractice and plagiarism, please refer to the Joint council for Qualifications — Suspected Malpractice in Examinations: Policies and Procedures and the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ — Instructions for conducting coursework/portfolio documents on the JCQ website: www.jcq.org.uk.

The moderation of coursework

The marks submitted to Edexcel for coursework will be moderated in accordance with the requirements of the GCE Code of Practice. An approved moderator will be assigned to each centre by Edexcel. They will be responsible for standardising marks across several centres. Edexcel will specify which students’ work will be required to be sent for moderation by post; further samples of work may be requested by the moderator. The moderation will consist of a detailed scrutiny of the sampled work in relation to marks awarded. (All other coursework materials must be retained, for possible use in moderation and in enquiries about results, until 30 September after the moderation period.)

The material to be used for moderation must be available on a date to be specified by Edexcel. It will consist of:

· the completed Optical Teacher Examiner Mark Sheets (supplied by Edexcel listing the students entered)

· the record sheet for each student

· the marked coursework of each student included in the sample, plus teachers’ notes listing any assistance given

· a copy of the Coursework Programme Approval form (for centre designed coursework assignments; this must be signed as approved by Edexcel).

Normally, moderation will not affect the order of merit established by a centre. However, Edexcel will take appropriate action in cases where there is evidence of inconsistent assessment, or anyother departure from specification requirements, in order to align standards. If necessary, such centres will be directed to review their assessment before moderation can be completed.

Edexcel will provide centres with the results of moderation of their

coursework assessments as soon as possible after the examination. A moderator’s report on the assessment will be sent to each centre. Centres are strongly advised to ensure that the centre or the student keeps a copy of the work submitted for moderation.

Information about the moderation procedures will be sent to centres making entries for this specification. For further information on coursework moderation procedures, please refer to the Edexcel Information Manual which is sent to centres each year and to the

Edexcel Online website (www.edexcelonline.org.uk).

Re-sit students

Students who are resitting may rework an assignment identical to the one they originally completed; that is, they may follow the same questions for Part A and Part B.*****
