Selecting or creating tasks for the Student Assignments
The parts A and B can be done either way around:

Students may start with a depth studies (Part A) and later extend into an associated B enquiry. Alternatively, teachers may encourage students to begin with the overview (Part B) enquiry and then isolate a suitable study in depth from within it. 
· Teachers may choose to use, supplement and/or adapt the assignments suggested as areas of enquiry. It is permissible for a teacher to set both Part A and Part B of the assignment. Teachers may present students with suggestions for two-part assignments, as in the examples. Alternatively, Teachers may choose to give students lists of questions from which their assignments are selected.
· Students may propose their own enquiry for one or both Part A and B. It is anticipated that more may wish to do so for Part A than for Part B. In these cases the Teacher is responsible for approving these enquiries. In approving the proposal the teacher should be satisfied that the question is appropriate and that the student had located sufficient appropriate resources to make the enquiry practicable.

In whichever case, the scope and type of questions should be comparable with those given in the exemplars. See Getting Started for question stems.
In the Edexcel-designed programmes the assignments are grouped into three categories:

• a factor; with examples
• individuals

• key events.

Each category has one part (b) essay which covers the whole period and three or four suggestions for Part A depth studies. This recognises that it is possible to identify more subjects for the Part A depth studies than for the essays which ask students to explore an issue over the whole period. It is anticipated that students will wish to attempt a linked Part A and B, although they are not required to do so. They could, for example, select a Part A from the factors listed in area 1 and complete the Part B using the question from area 2. The linkage in the suggested assignments is designed to assist teachers in advising students of appropriate enquiry routes, but it is not mandatory.

Additional factors, other than that highlighted in the first section, could be identified. For example new factors could be: technology; economic forces; military conflict; religious conflict; the power of the nobility; international rivalry; migration; movements (eg pressure groups).Adding to the given factors will enable more Part B questions to be devised, and additional depth studies to be identified. ( Impact of socio-political groups, economics & external influence)
Resourcing

It is important not to overburden students. It should be seen as an opportunity for students to explore issues, read and develop their responses independently, but within a taught and guided context.
In responding to the questions, the candidate will identify appropriate resources with the guidance of their teachers and reach personal conclusions.

The Part A depth studies require students to use not only secondary sources of information, but to use and evaluate contemporary source material. 
The qualities of high level AO2a work are:

• discriminating selection and use of sources

• integration of evidence into an argument

• exploration of evidence in the context of the values of the society from which it is drawn

• careful consideration of the status of the evidence (ie how much reliance we can place on it).
A note on the evaluation of source material for Part A

Clearly the construction of argument into the significance of an individual or movement requires discriminating use of the available evidence, and candidates should make their sources clear and discuss the nature of the evidence they are using. The evidence of the sources must be integrated into the student’s argument. Explicit evaluation of the sources, their strengths and limitations will also normally form part of that argument. In cases where this integration proves difficult, students may devote a separate section to a commentary on their source material. This is most likely to be appropriate where contemporary evidence is sparse.
In Part B students are not required to use and evaluate contemporary source material in this element. 

The qualities of high level Part B work are:
• sustained analysis of the process of change over the whole period

• analysis supported by well selected information

• information used from a range of reading/other appropriate sources

• discriminating use of reading and other material - evaluation of argument and, as appropriate, interpretations

• cogent and lucid exposition.
