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Henry Richardson’s map of Greenwich Marsh 1894





Mary Mills “Greenwich Marsh” 1999


From 1800 industry began to expand around the river edge. The basic industry was based on wharfage, building materials and  barge traffic eg coal, cement and tar. Other industries included soapmaking, arms, engineering and cable making by a company called Glass Elliott who made the first Tran Atlantic Cable.





Mary Mills “Greenwich Marsh” 1999


In gas industry history the South Metropolitan’s East Greenwich Gas Works built in 1884 was very late and very modern. No other as been built since. The gas holders were the biggest in Europe and only one in America surpassed them. It was a super works and South Met thought it the best in the world.





Mary Mills “Greenwich Marsh” 1999


 The increase in coal production and its importance as fuel meant a boom for chemicals since many chemicals were derived from the use of coal as power. A vast and increasing pile of waste products as a result of using coal left a market for enterprising chemical companies who then flourished on the marsh from the 1840’s onwards.





Barbara Ludlow “Social Conditions on Greenwich Marsh” 1968 TGLAS


By 1900 there was comparatively little left on Greenwich Marsh to remind the people that it had once been a large expance of pasture and meadow. However a market garden owned by the Mason brothers was still in existence in the south. 





Barbara Ludlow “Social Conditions on Greenwich Marsh” 1968 TGLAS


The pattern established by 1841 of working-class people settling in the district continued all through the 19th Century and by 1901 the population of the marsh was about 8,600. Many of the people who came to live here were local areas or from Ireland.





Michael Kerney TGLAS 1983-84


From 1838 Morden College leased in the South West corner of the marsh to a Mr Coles Child. Over the next thirty years a Victorian workers estate was built here, the architect being the distinguished George Smith who was also surveyor to Morden College.





Barbara Ludlow “Social Conditions on Greenwich Marsh” 1968 TGLAS


The London to Greenwich railway was completed in 1836 but wasn’t allowed to continue to Charlton until 1878. Further transport changes that affected the marsh was the opening of the Blackwall Tunnel in 1897
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Architectural drawings for Chester Street 1850 by George Smith








