Guidance for Module 2 Source work Examination

Option C: Conflict and Change in 19th and 20th Century Britain
C2 Britain, c1860-1930: The Changing Position of Women and the

Suffrage Question

1. The exam is 1 hour 20 mins long and is worth 50% of your total marks at AS Level.

2. The exam tests your ability to recall, select and deploy historical knowledge and understanding and the ability to make substantiated judgements of the topic (AO1) as well as your source and interpretation evaluation and analysis skills (AO2). 
3. The basis of Unit 2 questions will be seven to nine unseen sources of approximately 550 words in total per topic. These sources will be made available with the examination paper. You will be required to answer two source-based Questions, question (a) and question (b), for which there is a choice.
4 Timing is crucial to your success. 

i) You should spend 12 minutes reading through the sources of evidence in the Paper. Annotate them (write down AARCC and underline key issues and points raised by the source that you may wish to use in your answers), so that you have some points of reference when you come to write up the answers.

ii) Plan answers to the questions; this is especially important for question (b), where a balanced, reasoned and supported judgement is expected. Underline and fix in your mind the key words and make sure that you stick to them. 
iii) You should then start to answer the questions.[image: image1.wmf] Spend 22 mins answering question a) and 45 mins answering question b). Make sure that the final sentence of each answer is a summary of your main points in answering the question.
4 Whilst the sources and way the questions are worded will vary from year to year, the types of question and the way in which examiners mark your answers will remain the same. It is very important that you understand the different types of question that you will be asked and what the examiners will be expecting you to do in your answers.

Types of questions and what examiners expect you to do
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Question (a)  Target: AO2a As part of an historical enquiry, analyse and evaluate a range of appropriate source material with discrimination. (20 marks)

Guidance

The first sub-question will test candidates’ ability to reach a judgment by the comprehension, inference and analysis, cross-referencing and evaluation of source material.
‘Cross-referencing’ is taken to mean the process of comparing two or more sources, considering factors such as authorship and purpose as well as content and reaching a conclusion based on the comparison. Considerations or origins or purpose of the sources should enable you to analyse the weight of the evidence. Typically, you will be asked to analyse the ways in which the set of sources can be said to support a statement. You may also be asked to consider whether one or more contemporary sources offers support for, or challenges, ideas or claims made in another source and to offer a judgement based on your analysis.

An (a) question requires:

• accurate comprehension and analysis of sources

• comparisons based on surface features and from inferences made from the sources

• supported of these comparisons by brief quotations or references to ideas expressed
   in the sources

• a focus on what can be claimed on the basis of the sources, not your own knowledge

• evaluating the weight of evidence by taking into account the implications of the
   nature, origins and likely purpose of a source in order to consider how much support it
   can provide for a given statement

• explicit judgement made on ‘how far’ there is support or challenge.

Question stems for the cross-referencing question include:

• How far do these sources support the view that…?

• How far do these sources suggest that…?

• How far do sources 2 and 3 challenge the portrayal of source 1 of…?

• How far do sources 1 and 2 support the arguments of the author of source 3…?

• How far do sources 1 and 3 challenge the conclusions of source 2 about...?

• Does a study of... offer support for the view that...?
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Question (a)      Generic Level Descriptor  20 marks
Level 1 1-5 Comprehends the surface features of the sources and selects material relevant to the question. Responses are direct quotations or paraphrases from one or more of the sources.

Low Level 1: 1-2 marks -The qualities of Level 1 are displayed, but material is less convincing in its range/depth.
High Level 1: 3-5 marks -The qualities of Level 1 are securely displayed.
Level 2 6-10 Comprehends the sources and selects from them in order to identify their similarities and/or differences in relation to the question posed. There may be one developed comparison, but most comparisons will be undeveloped or unsupported with material from the sources. Sources will be used in the form of a summary of their information. The source provenance may be noted, without application of its implications to the source content.

Low Level 2: 6-7 marks -The qualities of Level 2 are displayed, but material is less convincing in its range/depth.
High Level 2: 8-10 marks- The qualities of Level 2 are securely displayed.
Level 3 11-15 Comprehends the sources and focuses the cross-referencing on the task set. Responses will offer detailed comparisons, similarities/differences, agreements/disagreements that are supported by evidence drawn from the sources. Sources are used as evidence with some consideration of their attributes, such as the nature, origins, purpose or audience, with some consideration of how this can affect the weight given to the evidence. In addressing ‘how far’ there is a clear attempt to use the sources in combination, but this may be imbalanced in terms of the issues addressed or in terms of the use of the sources.

Low Level 3: 11-12 marks -The qualities of Level 3 are displayed, but material is less convincing in its range/depth.
High Level 3: 13-15 marks - The qualities of Level 3 are securely displayed.
Level 4 16-20 Reaches a judgement in relation to the issue posed by the question supported by careful examination of the evidence of the sources. The sources are cross referenced and the elements of challenge and corroboration are analysed. The issues raised by the process of comparison are used to address the specific enquiry. The attributes of the source are taken into account in order to establish what weight the content they will bear in relation to the specific enquiry. In addressing ‘how far’ the sources are used in combination.

Low Level 4: 16-17 marks - The qualities of Level 4 are displayed, but material is less convincing in its range/depth.
High Level 4: 18-20 marks -The qualities of Level 4 are securely displayed.
Question (b) Targets:  
AO1a & AO1b Recall, select and deploy historical knowledge to develop explanation and use analysis to make substantiated judgements  -24 marks

AO2b Analysis and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, how aspects of the past have been interpreted in different ways  -16marks 
40 marks overall
Guidance
Question b requires candidates to use 2 or 3 pieces of source material (including a piece of secondary source material) and their own knowledge to construct an historical argument or judgment related to a presented view or opinion.
A choice of questions (b) (i) and (b) (ii) will be provided. You should choose the question you feel more confident on, in terms of your own knowledge. 
Questions will be set that require candidates to test a hypothesis or challenge a particular view. A typical question stem is ‘Do you agree with the view that…?’  The source material provided will relate to the view or claim in the question. Sometimes, the actual stsement will be contained in the secondary source, in which case a likely question stem is ‘Do you agree with the view expressed in source 10 (line….) that…?’ The question will end with the injunction ‘Explain your answer’. 
In planning your response, focus first on the issues raised by the provided sources. Use your own knowledge to support these points and to extend the lines of argument in each half.
A (b) question requires:

• focus on the question

• accurate comprehension and analysis of the sources
• clarity about what is being claimed
• awareness of the relationship between the sources and the statement in the question

• use of own knowledge to add depth & range to points which can be drawn from the sources

• presentation of an argument in relation to the presented claim

• the reaching a reasoned, supported and balanced conclusion; this judgment should be based on both precise knowledge and appropriately selected evidence from, and evaluation of the sources.

Question (b) Generic Level Descriptors   AO1a&b (24 marks),  AO2b (16 marks)

Total 40 marks  

Responses will be marked twice, once for each assessment objectives
First level descriptor -AO1a and AO1b (24 marks)

Level 1 1-6 Candidates will produce mostly simple statements. These will be supported by limited factual material which has some accuracy and relevance, although not directed at the focus of the question. The material will be mostly generalised. There will be few, if any, links between the simple statements and candidates are very unlikely to attempt any integration between their own knowledge and the sources. The writing may have limited coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but passages will lack both clarity and organisation. The skills to produce effective writing will not normally be present. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors likely.

Low Level 1: 1-2 marks - The qualities of Level 1 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth and the quality of written communication does not conform.
Mid Level 1: 3-4 marks - The qualities of Level 1 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth or the quality of written communication does not conform.
High Level 1: 5-6 marks - The qualities of Level 1 are securely displayed.
Level 2 7-12 Candidates will produce a series of statements supported by some mostly accurate and relevant factual material. The statements may be simplified. The analytical focus will be mostly implicit and there are likely to be only limited links between simple statements. Material is unlikely to be developed very far and the candidate is unlikely to attempt integration between own knowledge and the sources. Any summative judgement is likely to depend disproportionately on assertion. The writing will have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but passages will lack both clarity and organisation. Some of the skills needed to produce effective writing will be present. Frequent syntactical and/or spelling errors likely.

Low Level 2: 7-8 marks - The qualities of Level 2 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth and the quality of written communication does not conform.
Mid Level 2: 9-10 marks - The qualities of Level 2 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth or the quality of written communication does not conform.
High Level 2: 11-12 marks - The qualities of Level 2 are securely displayed.
Level 3 13-18 Candidates offer a response which relates to the focus of the question and which demonstrates at least implicit understanding of the key issues required to sustain a relevant judgement. They will, however, include material which is either descriptive, and thus only implicitly relevant to the question's focus, or which strays from that focus. Factual material will be accurate, but it may lack depth and/or relevance in places. Integration between own knowledge and sources may be implicit or partial. The writing will be coherent in places but there are likely to be passages which lack clarity and/or proper organisation. Only some of the skills needed to produce convincing extended writing likely to be present. Syntactical and/or spelling errors likely.

Low Level 3: 13-14 marks - The qualities of Level 3 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth and the quality of written communication does not conform.
Mid Level 3: 15-16 marks - The qualities of Level 3 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth or the quality of written communication does not conform.
High Level 3: 17-18 marks - The qualities of Level 3 are securely displayed.
Level 4 19-24 Candidates offer a response which relates well to the focus of the question and which shows some understanding of the key issues contained in it. The analysis will be supported by accurate factual material which will be mostly relevant to the question asked. Candidates are able to provide some integration between what they know and the evidence gleaned from the source material. The selection of material may lack balance in places. The answer will show some degree of direction and control but these attributes may not be sustained throughout the answer. The candidate will demonstrate the skills needed to produce convincing extended writing but there may be passages which lack clarity or coherence. The answer is likely to include occasional syntactical and/or spelling errors.

Low Level 4: 19-20 marks - The qualities of Level 4 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth and the quality of written communication does not conform.
Mid Level 4: 21-22 marks - The qualities of Level 4 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth or the quality of written communication does not conform.
High Level 4: 23-24 marks - The qualities of Level 4 are securely displayed.
Note on Descriptors Relating to Communication

Each level descriptor above concludes with a statement about written communication. Historical thinking should determine level. Quality of written communication which fails to conform to the descriptor for the level will depress the award of marks by a sub-band within the level. Similarly, in the case of poor historical thinking but better quality of written communication, raise the mark by a sub-band.

Second Level Descriptor - AO2b marks (16 marks)
Level 1 1-4 Comprehends the sources and selects material relevant to the representation contained in the question. Responses are direct quotations or paraphrases from one or more of the sources.

Low Level 1: 1-2 marks -The qualities of Level 1 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth.
High Level 1: 3-4 marks - The qualities of Level 1 are securely displayed.

Level 2 5-8 Comprehends the sources and selects from them in order to identify points which support or differ from the representation contained in the question. When supporting the decision made in relation to the question the sources will be used in the form of a summary of their information.

Low Level 2: 5-6 marks - The qualities of Level 2 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth.
High Level 2: 7-8 marks - The qualities of Level 2 are securely displayed.

Level 3 9-12 The sources are analysed and points of challenge and/or support for the representation contained in the question are developed from the provided material. In addressing the specific enquiry, there is clear awareness that a representation is under discussion and there is evidence of reasoning from the evidence of both sources, although there may be some lack of balance. The response reaches a judgement in relation to the claim which is supported by the evidence of the sources.

Low Level 3: 9-10 marks - The qualities of Level 3 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth.
High Level 3: 11-12 marks - The qualities of Level 3 are securely displayed.

Level 4 13-16 Reaches and sustains a conclusion based on the discriminating use of the evidence. Discussion of the claim in the question proceeds from the issues raised by the process of analysing the representation in the sources. There is developed reasoning and weighing of the evidence in order to create a judgement in relation to the stated claim.

Low Level 4: 13-14 marks - The qualities of Level 4 are displayed, but material is less convincing in range/depth.
High Level 4: 15-16 marks - The qualities of Level 4 are securely displayed.
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E.g. Study sources 11 and 12 and use your own knowledge. Do you agree with Arthur Marwick’s view in source 13 that it was essentially true that “war brought votes for women”? Explain your answer using these two sources and your own knowledge.


Argument: Although there is evidence to support Marwick’s view, I would suggest that there is a stronger case to be made against it.


Evidence: 


There is evidence to support Marwick’s view. For example in source 11 it suggests……. and….. For example it suggests……..Furthermore other evidence supports this view…..For example a, b and c However there are limitations to the strength of this argument, the weight of evidence from source 11 is limited because…furthermore…





It can be more convincingly argued that Marwick’s view neglects the contribution of other factors such as….and that…..was of more significance in bringing votes for women. Source 12 supports the view that……….For example it says “….” and “…”. It provides significant weight to this argument since…Furthermore other evidence clearly conflicts with Marwick’s view. For example x, y and z..  





Conclusion: In conclusion I would suggest that Marwick’s view can be strongly supported, but it neglects other significant factors.








Example:  How far do sources 8 and 9 support the arguments of the author of source 10 that the Suffrage Campaign had made significant progress by 1900? 





To some extent the evidence in sources 8 and 9 support Smith’s claim that the Suffrage Campaign had made significant progress by 1900 in source 10. However, in particular evidence in source 9 contracts his views and the validity of the evidence of source 8 is significantly limited.





Sources 8 and 9 provide some evidence to support Smith’s claim that the Suffrage Campaign had made significant progress by 1900. For example…… The validity of this evidence is supported to a degree due to its provenance…… 





 However, they both provide evidence to undermine Smith’s view. For example….. Furthermore, questions as to the validity of the evidence also hinder the extent as to which they can be seen as providing weight to Smith’s position. For example……..





Conclusion on how far
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