What were the causes and effects of the Battle of the Boyne 1690?

Backgound information

Catholics and Protestant in Ireland continued to oppose each other’s claims to the land and who was entitled to most power throughout this period 1500-1750. In 1649 Oliver Cromwell had massacred 2,000 Catholics at Drogheda and took the land from Catholic landowners. This land was given back under the reign of Charles II and in 1685 James II appointed the Earl of Tyrconnel (a Catholic) as governor of Ireland. Britain was divided into those who supported King James II and his lenient Catholic policies, and those that supported the claims of the Protestant William of Orange to the throne. In 1688 James was forced to give up the throne and he fled to France. In March 1689 James arrived in Ireland. In June 1690 William sailed to Ireland with a large army and in July the Battle of the Boyne began.



Task 1

Read through the following textboxes below. Decide which are causes and which are results of the Battle of the Boyne 1690. 







Task 2

After you have decided which of the statements are causes and which are results of the Battle of the Boyne 1690, complete the table below by writing down the appropriate letter.

	Causes of the Battle of the Boyne
	Results of the Battle of the Boyne

	
	




Task 3

Read the following extracts based on the diary of William van Muyden, William III’s doctor.






Task 4
When historians examine the usefulness of sources of evidence they need to keep in mind the following points.








Task 5

Answer the following question using the writing frame provided.

“William van Muyden’s evidence is extremely useful to the historian studying the events at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690”. Do you agree with this statement?

I agree/disagree/partly agree with this statement.

· William van Muyden’s evidence is extremely useful for the historian studying the Battle of the Boyne in 1690. For example..

· However it could also be argued that William van Muyden’s evidence is limited in its usefulness in describing events at the Battle of the Boyne 1690. For example..

In conclusion..



Task 5

Using all of you research from task 1-5, write a newspaper article about the causes, course and results of the Battle of the Boyne 1690. 

· Half of the class will write from a catholic point of view. 

· Half will write from a Protestant point of view.

You will need to select your evidence and use your language very carefully in order to support the side that you are writing. Even the headlines and the title of the newspaper will be affected by the side you are writing for!!

Some suggested headlines for your newspaper article be careful to choose a title

which would be likely to appear in the newspaper you have been asked to write for.



And remember, the way in which you write about the causes, course and results of the battle will depend upon whether you are writing for a Protestant or a Catholic Newspaper!
A


James II was beaten at the Boyne. Ireland was now controlled by the English who made an Act of Union in 1801.





B


After 1690 the English would not let Catholics vote in elections to the English parliament.





D


English Protestants took land away from the Irish Catholics. This had been going on since before the 1500’s.





C


William II was scared that James II would take control of Ireland. In 1690 he crossed to Ireland with an army.





F


The Irish Catholics were still angry about the massacre of men women and children by Cromwell at Drogheda in 1649.





E


James II fled from Ireland and went to France for safety.





H


After 1690 the English Protestants stopped the Irish Catholics from having jobs in the Irish government.





G


James II went to Ireland to help the Catholics against the Protestants. The Catholics tried to capture the protestant city of Londonderry in June 1689.





30th  June 1690





The battle may begin tomorrow. The army has marched up to the Boyne and drawn up on a line that slopes towards the river. Today King William, after eating a little, rode along the line with the aim of looking over the river. He had not ridden more than two hundred yards when the Irish fired two cannons towards him.





1st July 1690





The two armies spent most of last night facing one another across the river. There were about 40,000 soldiers on each side. At 8 o’clock the English cannon began to fire and the guards crossed over the river and marched up the hill. The Irish horsemen came towards these guards at full trot. The King was in great fear for his guards but when he saw them stand their ground and fire so that the horsemen ran away in great disorder, he breathed a heavy sigh of relief. Straight away he called for his horse and went over the river.








26th September 1690





The good news is that the war is as good as over. At the Boyne, James II lost 1,600 men killed, wounded or taken prisoner. The King lost a third of that number. After the battle James took a ship back to France. The battle was followed by a brilliant campaign led by John Churchill. He has brought the whole of South West Ireland under English control. King William has taken away the land of Catholics who fought against him and has shared it out amongst his English supporters of his “Glorious Revolution”.








Audience: Who it was made for?





Content: What it tells us?





Author: Who wrote it?





The usefulness of evidence depends on the following.








Context: When it was made?





Relationship to other known evidence: Does it agree with what we know from other sources?





Brave King James resists the English until the last!





Brave King William wins a glorious victory at the Battle of the Boyne!





James II’s Catholic rag tag army flees like cowards from the Battle of the Boyne!





The English under William III rob Irish lands once again, but we wont give in without a fight!








