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Was Oliver Cromwell a hero or a villain?

Background information

Between 1649 and 1660, England was not ruled by a King or Queen. It was a republic. Nobody really knew how to govern without a monarch, but there were many different ideas about how it could be done. The most powerful force in the country was the army. The most powerful person in the country was the one who controlled the army. This was a man called Oliver Cromwell. Opinions about Oliver Cromwell differed a lot at the time and historians still disagree about him today. Some people believe that Oliver Cromwell believed in giving people greater freedom and tried to find a better way of governing. Other people say that Oliver Cromwell wanted more power for himself and crushed anybody who opposed him. What do you think? Use the evidence to find out.



Task 1

Read and look at the following pieces of evidence about the gunpowder plot.










Task 2

After you have looked at each of sources A-G complete the following table writing down the letter of the source in the appropriate column.

	The sources suggest that Oliver Cromwell believed 

in giving people greater freedom and tried to find 

a better way of governing. 
	

	The sources suggest that Oliver Cromwell wanted 

more power for himself and crushed anybody who 

opposed him.


	

	The sources suggest that it is not easy to draw 

simple conclusions about Oliver Cromwell.
	




Task 3

Answer the following questions using the writing frames provided.

a) Look at source A. What does the source tell you about the Oliver Cromwell’s action in April 1653?

· Source A is a………….It tells you that……..

b) Look at sources B and C. In what ways do they agree?

· The evidence in sources B and C agrees in a number of ways. For example…..

· However, they also differ in a number of ways. For example…..
c) Read source D. How reliable do you think this source of evidence is?

· It could be argued that source D is reliable because…..

· However, it could be unreliable because……….
d) How useful is source E to an historian studying the ideas of Oliver Cromwell?

· In some ways it is useful. For example…..

· In other ways its usefulness is limited. For example…….

e) Read sources B, F and G. Which two source agree the most? Explain your answer with reference to all three sources.

· The two sources that agree the most are…… This is because…….

· The source of evidence which differs significantly form the other two is…..This is because…….

f) Using the background information and all the sources, answer the following question. ‘Oliver Cromwell wanted more power for himself and crushed anyone who opposed him” Do you agree

· It could be argued that Oliver Cromwell wanted more power. For example..

· However, there is also evidence to suggest that maybe Oliver Cromwell was not concerned with power but better ways of governing. For example..
The dismissal of Parliament by Oliver Cromwell in 1653. Cromwell and most of his officers were puritans and thought God was on their side. When parliament did not pass rules to their liking, Cromwell went to Parliament with his soldiers and expelled the MP’s and ruled from 1553-1558.





Source A


�





Source C





Lord General Cromwell came to the House of Commons. After a while he got up. He spoke of good things that parliament had done, then he began pacing the floor and said “You are no Parliament; I will end your term of office”. Two files of musketeers then entered the House of Commons.





Source B





Take away that fool’s bauble, the mace (the symbol of the House of Commons). You have sat too long here for any good. Depart I say, and let us have none of you. In the name of God go!





An extract from and alternative account of Cromwell dismissing Parliament in April 1653. It has been simplified for easier reading.





From Cromwell’s words to Parliament in April 1653, as written by Bulstrode Whitelock-an eyewitness. He was an MP in the House of Commons at the time.





Source E





In 1657, he was offered the Crown of England. He refused believing that he had no right to the title. Since a long and bloody war had been fought to decide who should have responsibility and power, he believed that parliament should rule the country. He accepted the title Lord Protector.








Source D





Cromwell would rather have taken a shephard’s staff than the Protectorship. Nothing went more against his feelings than a show of greatness. But he saw it was necessary at the time, to keep the nation from falling into extreme disorder.





An extract from a modern history book “Digging deeper. Britain 1500-1750” by K Smith.





An extract from the writings of Bishop Burnet 50 years after the events.





Source G





In Irish poetry…Cromwell sums up all that is evil in Protestantism. He is seen as somebody who is in league with the devil.





On the other hand, on a personal level, you can find Cromwell an attractive figure; an informal qyuite humble man. On another level he was an absolute demon.





Source F





To friendship itself he devoted much time and care and was rewarded by warmth and affection from men of many differing shades of opinion. There was also the darker side to him, the rage which drove him into battle, which cut down Irish catholic priests and which killed the King. However many believed he was not a blood thirsty man.





The Irish historian Brendan Bradshaw in a recent interview.





Written by a modern historian and novelist Antonia Fraser.














