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Public Health from 1350 to Present Day: Overview

1350-1750

* A huge increase in the population had led to cramped conditions and serious health problems.
* Local authorities passed laws to stop people throwing waste in the streets.

1750-1900

* The pace of change started to increase in the late 19th century as the government began to pass laws to insure
the provision of fresh water supplies, the disposal of waste and improvements in hygiene.

1900-Present Day

* n the second half of the 20th century the government became increasingly involved in health education so that
people came to know more about the dangers of smoking, drugs and alcohol and the need for a healthy diet.

* The National Health Service (NHS) was created in 1948

* The government was starting to pass welfare reforms to improve the country's health.
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Problemsé&Solutions with Keeping Medieval Towns
Cle

Problems

* people putting sewage piping into others houses
* bathing in dirty rivers

* sale of putrid meat

* leeches used for bleeding

Solutions

» given 40 days to remove sewage piping
* muck rakers

* bin men

 ordered to sell meat only in daylight.
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How Far Had Public Health in London Improved by
17

The streets-clean or dirty?

* 1350- Poor paving, dirty muddy streets, open drains, horse&animal dirt, not enough rakers to keep streets clean

* 1750- Still lots of animals, streets cobbled or paved but haphazard with more mud than paving, many streets
sloped to a central drain, but often blocked with rubbish and animal manures, still not enough rakers, law that
householders had to sweep outside their homes every day.

* Progression- Streets were cobbled or paved. There were the beginnings of government making laws. Some
streets had been sloped to a central drain rather than open sewer.

* Stagnation or Regression?- The streets remained dirty. Attempts to pave or cobble the streets unsuccessful as
they were often haphazard. There were even more animals causing even more dirt, and still not enough rakers.
The central drains on the sloped streets were often blocked.
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How Far had Public Health in London Improved by 17

Public Toilets

» 1350- Public toilets, but not enough. People used street corners, the river or anywhere
quiet. In the 1420s Richard Whittington (Lord Mayor) gave money to build a public toilet
but the government did not look after it.

» 1750- Still some public toilets, but most Londoners used toilets in taverns, friends houses
or quiet corners or doorways that became known as 'pissing places'

* Progression- Most Londoners used Taverns, friends houses etc.

» Stagnation/Regression- People used pissing places, only some public toilets, government
didn't look after public toilets.
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How Far did Governments Intervene Before the
Disco

Renaissance- Plague (1665)

* Central govt- Left the city

* Local Authorities- closed theaters to prevent crowds. Dogs and Cats killed. Tar barrels burned. Carts collected
bodies daily and burned them in mass graves. If there was a case of plague the whole household was boarded
up for 28 days. Ordered days of fasting and prayers.

¢ Effectiveness (/10)- 4/10, the disease wasn't caused by human contact, so stopping large crowds wasn't effective.

Industrial Revolution- tackling alcohol abuse;The Gin Craze (1700s)

* Central Govt- Made gin more expensive
¢ Effectiveness- 6/10, poorer people couldn't afford gin, therefore making less people abuse alcohol. However,
Richer people could still afford it.
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How Important was Cholera in Forcing the
Governmen

1)1831 First Mayor Cholera Epidemic
2) 1834 Edwin Chadwick commissioned by the Poor Law Commission to write a report into working class living conditions
3) 1842 Chadwick's report was published, and drew attention to the link between unhealthy living conditions and disease.

4) 1837: William Farr used all the information registered (births deaths and marriages) to build an accurate picture of where
the death rate was the highest and what people died of. This proved the link between high death rate and unhealthy living

conditions. This therefore put pressure on local and national government to make changed.
5) 1848 Second Major Cholera Epidemic

6) 1848 Public Health Act- Set up system to encourage local autorities to improve conditions in their are, if local ratepayers
agreed- VOLUNTARY

getrevising

search « share « create



Buisinanas

(Buifeud ‘Buiddiym -a°1) seapl [einreuladns 0] yoeq ob ajdoad
aneg| 1snl Aay) os sme| Bujew Yoy e
a|qissod se uoos se Ia| wayl Jo XIs ‘anbe|d ayr yum abreyd ul Ind a1om usw suIN e
UOpUO| Y| [19UNOI SIYy pue Bup syl e
Sme| ayl paloubi ajdoad e
sasnoy
JI|yY1 Ul INYs aq 0] pasnjal SpJ0T Jo 8SNOH 3yl JO Slaquiall asnedag SMe| 01Ul SISpJo uln] 0] pasnjal Jusweljed e

:asneoaq pajre) anbeid ay) j0nuod 01 1dwane ayl

S19pJIO S, J0Ae|N PIOT By :92ueSSleuay ayl ul anbe|d

L2OVT

13 of 27

How Important was Cholera in Forcing the
Governmen

12) Voting Reform 1867&1884- In 1867 working men in towns were given the right to vote for the first times. The
numbers of voters doubled. It increased again in 1884 when many working men in country areas got the vote. If
politicians wanted to win elections they had to promise laws to win the votes of working men, not just wealthy and
middle classes.

13) 1865 Fourth Major Cholera Epidemic

14) 1875 Public Health Act Passes COMPULSORY- The 1875 Public Health Act made it compulsory for local councils
to improve sewers and drainage, provide fresh water supplies and to appoint Medical Officers and sanitary inspectors to
inspect public health facilities. Other Laws were pass that:

* improved standards of housing

¢ stopped the pollution of rivers

¢ shortened working hours in factories for women and children
* made itillegal to add ingredients that made food unhealthy
* made education compulsory
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How Far did Governments Intervene Before the
Disco

Industrial Revolutions- smallpox (1800s)

¢ Central govt-Vaccination made compulsory in 1852. 1871- act of parliament forced local authorities to register
everyone who was vaccinated.

* Local Authorites- registered everyone who was vaccinated.

¢ Effectiveness- 9/10, vaccination made number of death fall but only when authorities registered vaccinated
people
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Public Health in the 20th Century- Seebohm Rowntre

Rowntree investigated poverty and living conditions in York where his family had been in business
for many years. In 1901, he published Poverty: a study of town life, providing detailed evidence
that more than a quarter of the people in York were living in poverty, even though they were in
work, and that poverty was having a serious impact on their health. In 1941 he published a new
report progress and poverty which showed a 50% reduction in poverty since 1901 and that poverty
in the 1930s was mostly the result on unemployment rather than low wages.
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David Lloyd George

David Lloyd George was one of the most inspiration politicians in British History.

He became a liberal MP in 1890 and was chancellor of the Exchequer in the Liberal Government
which introduced the reforms above.

He insisted on raising taxes on the well off to pay for old age pensions and the National Insurance
Act of 1911.

He became prime minister in 1916 during WW1

getrevising

search « share « create



Buisinanas

‘Aldeaya pooy
Aqeq p|os pue suoneuiddeA aAeb SoIulD Yyieay ‘sanuoyine [e20] Jo [03U0d 3y} Japun ybnoliq alam sfendsoy AuelN ‘vE6T
Ul paoNpoAUl Sem ualp|iyd jooyds Arewnd Jood oy yjiw 931} ‘suondadsul [ealpaw panladal sjidnd jooyas Arepuodas (TT

uolreu ayj jo yyeay ayl anosdwi djay o3 aiow
yonw Bulop sem juswuianob ay) pue ‘Uswom o) g9 pue usw Joj 85 0] uasll pey Aoueidadxa aji| abesane ayl TEET A (0T

"aseasIp Joj Juawieal) 1anaq Jo wawdojansp ay) pue suoieulddeA jo Bulpueisiapun 1ayaq e Jo asnedaq
pasealoul auldipaw Jo suoneioadxa s,aidoad pue uonuaAidlul Juswuianoh 1dadode 0] Bulm alow awedsaq ajdoad (6

*10100p ® 10} Aed 01 pioye 10U p|nod Ayl
asnedaq Juawieal) Bumah pakejap uayo Ayl 0S pue 19y dIuUrRINSU| [RUOBN Yl AQ PaJSA0D 10U S18M USIP|IYD puB USWOAN
0S|V 9IS ayl yum adod 0} saoe|d rendsoy a3l ybnoua Jou a1am aiay) Ppamoys 6T6T-8T6T Ul Bzuanjul jo olwapida uy (8

swajqoud [|ns alam aiay)
g ‘gl yum ajdoad Joj ared 03 elioleues pjing 0] uebaqg juswulanob ayl pue dn 18s sem yieaH Jo Ansiuln e 2T6T ul (2

9\ 8U} JO suonepuno4 syl -8¥6T-006T UesH liand

Lcioce

21 of 27

Public Health 1900-1948- The Foundations of the We

1)Surveys carried out at the end of the 1800s and early 1900s by individuals such as Charles Booth and Seebohm Rowntree
showed how difficult it was for the poor to afford decent housing and food.

2)A third of volunteers for the Boer War (1899-1902) had to be turned down because they were not medically fit. This
shocked politicians and made them decide to take action.

3)1902- MIDWIVES ACT all midwives have to be trained and registered
4)The Liberal government elected in 1905 began to pass laws they hoped would improve health among the poor

5)1906- free school meals for poor children, 1908- old age pensions act, 1907- School medical service and health visitors
to check on the health of children. 1911- National Insurance Act, every worker earning less than £160 a year was expected
to join the scheme, in which contributions by the worker, employer and government were made to a fund that then entitled
workers to free medical treatment and medicine also sick pay for up to 6 months and support payment while unemployed.

6) People resisted government on the grounds of cost as well as objections to the government's increasing involvement
in their lives. There was a crisis in parliament when the Chancellor, David Lloyd George, needed to raise taxes to pay
for the National insurance act
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Public Health 1900-1948- The Foundations of the We

12) 1939-45 the second world war: this increased awareness of the effects of poverty on health, shocked people
who received evacuees from towns who were not used to running water or proper toilets and often had nits lice
or skin infections, led to the setting up of the emergancy hospital scheme which promised to treat everyone for
free, saw the publicatoons of the Beveridge report which promised to slay the five giants, allowed people to see
the advantage of government intervention e.g. rationing, improved people's health as they ate healthier because of
rationing, contributed to the election of the 1945 labour gov who promised to establish a NHS
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Impact of NHS on public health from 1948 to presen

L2130 9¢

Regression

» 1958- Patients started being charged on shilling for prescriptions
» Early 1970s- heart transplant goes horribly wrong after a patient dies
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