Why did the British want an empire? 

Make a key using the factors below, and then label each box to match the factors.

Factors:
Economic (trade and employment)

Military and power

Religious and educational

Discovery and exploration
Other reasons?

	Many British people thought they were morally superior to the natives and wanted to civilise them, hoping to teach their language, laws and customs to other countries.
	Cheap raw materials from the colonies (e.g. cotton from Egypt) could be processed in Britain and then sold back to the colonies or other countries. Britain exported £141 million worth of goods in 1842.

	Captain Cook wanted to discover new lands 
	The Indian Civil Service and the army provided plenty of job opportunities

	Australia and Canada had huge areas of uninhabited land that new towns, farm or even prisons could be built on.
	Meat, wool, silk, spices, gold, rice, chocolate, and diamonds could all be traded across the Empire

	Britain had over 100,000 sailors who relied on trade for work
	Missionaries were sent out to every part of the Empire to convert people to Christianity

	Britain was the workshop of the world, and created things that many other countries wanted
	Many young men were bored with the daily grind in Britain and the empire was exciting and interesting

	Australia and Canada would be useful in solving the unemployment problems in Britain.
	The population of the empire could provide thousands of men for the British army

	The British thought that the people of Africa were godless, and needed Christianity. The Bible said “Go ye therefore and teach all nations”.
	France and Germany were also keen to build empires so there was a lot of competition for power.

	Britain wanted to rule the world. Rule Britannia! was a song written about the strength and power of the Empire
	Botanists and explorers were supported by the Royal Geographical society 

	The empire could provide ports for the Royal Navy, the largest navy in the world.
	The British government became rich by taxing the profits of the British traders



